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Welcome to the weekly Infection Current Awareness Update (ICAU), produced by UKHSA 

Knowledge and Library Services. The purpose of this update is to provide you with the latest, 

best evidence about infection, to help you make informed decisions. 

If you have any queries, please contact us at libraries@ukhsa.gov.uk. 

Please note that not all the articles and resources referred to in this alert are freely available. 

Some articles may require an Athens username and password. For further information on 

Athens accounts please visit here. If you are not eligible to access our library services, then 

you may want to approach your local NHS library service. 

  

Disclaimer 

This document and the content herein is not government official policy. We do not give any 

guarantees, conditions or warranties about the accuracy or completeness of any content 

within this document and we are not liable for any loss or damage that may come from your 

use of these products. Any wording, inclusion or omission should not be viewed as an 

endorsement or rejection by UK Health Security Agency. This document is for information 

purposes only and is not to be added to any websites or repositories. 
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COVID-19 related research 

COVID-19 infection 
  

1. [Articles] Machine learning to understand risks for severe COVID-19 outcomes: a 
retrospective cohort study of immune-mediated inflammatory diseases, 
immunomodulatory medications, and comorbidities in a large US health-care system 

25-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Our results suggest that age, chronic comorbidities, and not being fully vaccinated might 
be greater risk factors for severe COVID-19 outcomes in patients with IMIDs than the use 
of IMMs or the IMIDs themselves. Overall, there is a need to take age and comorbidities 
into consideration when developing COVID-19 guidelines for patients with IMIDs. Further 
research is needed for specific IMIDs ... Read more... 

  

2. [Correspondence] Effectiveness of XBB.1.5 vaccines and antiviral drugs against severe 
outcomes of omicron infection in the USA  

04-03-2024 - Elsevier 
In the fall of 2023, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorised the use of the 
updated Moderna (Sept 11), Pfizer-BioNTech (Sept 11), and Novavax (Oct 3) COVID-19 
vaccines containing a monovalent component of the XBB.1.5 variant “to provide better 
protection against serious consequences of COVID-19, including hospitalization and 
death”, with neither the FDA nor the companies ... Read more... 

  

Back to Top 

  

Infection-related journals 
 

 

American Journal of Infection Control 
  

1. Effects of individual and environmental factors on COVID-19 infection control practices 
in small to medium-sized hospitals 
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25-04-2024 - Elsevier 
This study analyzed the influence of individual and environmental factors on infection 
control practices among nurses in small to medium-sized hospitals of South Korea during 
the pandemic. Read more... 

  

2. Detecting Contamination Events during Robotic Total Joint Arthroplasty  

23-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Robot-assisted total joint arthroplasty (robotic-TJA) has become more widespread over 
the last 20 years due to higher patient satisfaction and reduced complications. However, 
robotic-TJA may have longer operative times and increased operating room traffic, which 
are known risk factors for contamination events. Contamination of surgical instruments 
may be contact- or airborne-related with ... Read more... 

  

3. Disinfection of needleless connectors for catheters in one second using a hand-held 
UV device 

22-04-2024 - Elsevier 
The standard of care for disinfecting needleless connectors (NCs) of central venous 
catheters includes alcohol-containing caps or up to a 15-second scrub with alcohol or 
chlorhexidine. Due to the clinical impact and high cost of treating Central line-associated 
bloodstream infections (CLABSI), reducing the incidence of CLABSI is a priority for public 
health and of the CDC. Read more... 

  

4. Factors influencing nursing professionals’ adherence to facial protective equipment 
usage: A comprehensive review  

22-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Facial protective equipment (FPE) adherence is necessary for the health and safety of 
nursing professionals. This review was conducted to synthesize predisposing, enabling, 
and reinforcing factors that influence FPE adherence, and thus inform efforts to promote 
adherence. Read more... 

  

Back to Top 

  

BMJ Quality & Safety 
  

1. Interrupting false narratives: applying a racial equity lens to healthcare quality data  

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
Introduction Across the globe, awareness of racial and ethnic health inequities and the 
need for healthcare systems to address them are growing.1 In many countries, teams 
working in healthcare institutions are encouraged to stratify quality metrics by race and 
ethnicity as part of the movement to identify and disrupt health inequities.2 The lack of 
standard definitions for race and ethnicity ... Read more... 

  

2. Equitable and accessible informed healthcare consent process for people with 
intellectual disability: a systematic literature review  

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
Objective To identify factors acting as barriers or enablers to the process of healthcare 
consent for people with intellectual disability and to understand how to make this process 
equitable and accessible. Data sources Databases: Embase, MEDLINE, PsychINFO, 
PubMed, SCOPUS, Web of Science and CINAHL. Additional articles were obtained from 
an ancestral search and hand-searching three journals. Read more... 

  

3. Quality framework for remote antenatal care: qualitative study with women, healthcare 
professionals and system-level stakeholders  

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
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Background High-quality antenatal care is important for ensuring optimal birth outcomes 
and reducing risks of maternal and fetal mortality and morbidity. The COVID-19 pandemic 
disrupted the usual provision of antenatal care, with much care shifting to remote forms of 
provision. We aimed to characterise what quality would look like for remote antenatal care 
from the perspectives of those who ... Read more... 

  

4. What and when to debrief: a scoping review examining interprofessional clinical 
debriefing 

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
Introduction Clinical debriefing (CD) improves teamwork and patient care. It is 
implemented across a range of clinical contexts, but delivery and structure are variable. 
Furthermore, terminology to describe CD is also inconsistent and often ambiguous. This 
variability and the lack of clear terminology obstructs understanding and normalisation in 
practice. This review seeks to examine the ... Read more... 

  

5. Economic analysis of surgical outcome monitoring using control charts: the 
SHEWHART cluster randomised trial  

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
Importance Surgical complications represent a considerable proportion of hospital 
expenses. Therefore, interventions that improve surgical outcomes could reduce 
healthcare costs. Objective Evaluate the effects of implementing surgical outcome 
monitoring using control charts to reduce hospital bed-days within 30 days following 
surgery, and hospital costs reimbursed for this care by the insurer. Read more... 

  

6. Delayed diagnosis of serious paediatric conditions in 13 regional emergency 
departments 

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
Objective To evaluate rates, risk factors and outcomes of delayed diagnosis of seven 
serious paediatric conditions. Methods This was a retrospective, cross-sectional study of 
children under 21 years old visiting 13 community and tertiary emergency departments 
(EDs) with appendicitis, bacterial meningitis, intussusception, mastoiditis, ovarian torsion, 
sepsis or testicular torsion. Read more... 

  

7. Routine versus prompted clinical debriefing: aligning aims, mechanisms and 
implementation 

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
The great art of learning is to understand but little at a time. --John Locke Clinical 
debriefing (CD) is rapidly gaining traction as a valuable activity. CD is usually conducted 
as a guided exploration and reflection of clinical events in an attempt to bridge the gap 
between experience and understanding, with the ultimate aim of influencing future 
practice.1 CD has the potential to improve ... Read more... 

  

8. It is up to healthcare professionals to talk to us in a way that we can understand: 
informed consent processes in people with an intellectual disability  

24-04-2024 - British Medical Journal 
People with an intellectual disability form a sizeable minority group. Estimates of 
prevalence vary, depending on criteria used, but it is thought that intellectual disability 
affects around 1%-2% of the world population.1 2 Intellectual disability is present when 
the following three criteria are met: a significantly reduced ability to understand new or 
complex information, ... Read more... 
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1. Rapid diagnostic tests and antimicrobial stewardship programs for the management of 
bloodstream infection: What is their relative contribution to improving clinical outcomes? A 
systematic review and network meta-analysis 

27-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
Read more... 

  

2. The impact of pre-transplant respiratory virus detection on post-transplant outcomes in 
children undergoing hematopoietic cell transplantation  

26-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
In pediatric myeloablative allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplantation recipients, pre-
transplant symptomatic upper respiratory tract infections, including human rhinovirus virus 
is associated with increased duration of hospitalization after transplant in univariable 
models. Read more... 

  

3. Bictegravir Use During Pregnancy: A Multi-Center Retrospective Analysis Evaluating 
HIV Viral Suppression and Perinatal Outcomes  

26-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
Read more... 

  

4. Correction to: Antibiotic Myths for the Infectious Diseases Clinician  

26-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
Read more... 

  

5. Trends in mortality in people with HIV from 1999 to 2020: a multi-cohort collaboration  

26-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
Age-standardized and adjusted mortality rates among people with HIV have declined 
substantially over time from 1999 through 2020, with the majority of decline observed in 
the period from 1999 through 2010 and relatively stable rates observed from 2010-2020. 
Read more... 

  

6. Performance of Urinalysis Parameters in Predicting Urinary Tract Infection: Does One 
Size Fit all? 

26-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
Read more... 

  

7. Origin of Antimicrobial Therapy  

26-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
Although the origin of the antimicrobial era is often ascribed to the early 20th century, in 
1546 the Italian physician Fracastoro proposed that contagious diseases could be treated 
by administering agents designed to destroy specific disease-causing germs. Read 
more... 

  

8. The growing threat of NDM-producing with penicillin-binding protein 3 mutations in the 
United States – is there a potential role for durlobactam?  

25-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
Read more... 

  

9. The Ethical Obligation to Treat Infectious Patients: A Systematic Review of Reasons  

24-04-2024 - Oxford University Press 
The obligation to provide treatment to infectious patients has been debated by ethicists 
for the past century. In this review article, we found that ethics articles during COVID-19 
were less likely to argue for a duty to treat. Read more... 
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2. Tick-Borne Bacterial Diseases in Europe: Threats to public health  

28-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Background Tick-borne diseases, caused by bacterial pathogens, pose a 
growing threat to public health in Europe. This paper provides an overview of the 
historical context of the discovery of the most impactful pathogens transmitted by ticks, 
including Borrelia burgdorferi sensu lato, Rickettsia spp., Anaplasma spp., Francisella 
spp., Ehrlichia spp., and Neoehrlichia mikurensis. Read more... 

  

3. Evolution, control and success of combination therapy with Ampicilin-
sulbactam/Ceftazidime-Avibactam during a Carbapenem-Resistant Acinetobacter 
baumannii outbreak in burn Intensive Care Unit  

28-04-2024 - Springer 
Summary We present our findings on interpatient transmission, epidemic control 
measures, and the outcomes of a series of ten critically ill burn patients who were either 
colonized or infected with carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB). None 
of the five infected patients achieved clinical cure, and all experienced relapses. 
Microbiological failure was observed in 40% of the ... Read more... 

  

4. Rubella virus-associated cutaneous granulomatous disease in an immunocompetent 
woman 

27-04-2024 - Springer 
Read more... 

  

5. In vitro activity of cefiderocol against carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii 
carrying various β-lactamase encoding genes  

27-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Objectives This study aimed to determine the in vitro efficacy of cefiderocol in 
carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB) isolates and evaluate the disk-
diffusion (DD) method as an alternative method to broth-microdilution (BMD). Methods 
Totally 89 CRAB isolates were included. Cluster analysis was determined by Pulsed-Field 
Gel Electrophoresis (PFGE). Read more... 

  

6. Development and validation of an online dynamic nomogram system for pulmonary 
consolidation in children with Mycoplasma pneumoniae pneumonia  

27-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Introduction The occurrence of pulmonary consolidation in children with 
Mycoplasma pneumoniae pneumonia (MPP) can lead to exacerbation of the disease. 
Therefore, early identification of children with MPP in combination with pulmonary 
consolidation is critical. The purpose of this study was to develop a straightforward, easy-
to-use online dynamic nomogram for the identification of ... Read more... 

  

7. MAST® D72C test: a novel option for ESBL, AmpC and carbapenemase detection  

27-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Purpose The MAST® D72C test is a phenotypical test which can detect ESBL 
and AmpC production in Enterobacterales. It can also identify the suspected presence of 
carbapenemase. The aim of the present study was to assess the sensitivity and 
specificity of this test and to discuss its usefulness in laboratories, especially those that 
use only an automated AST system. Read more... 
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1. Contact tracing management of a measles case in a paediatric hospital: experience of 
the local public health unit, Portugal, January 2024  

25-04-2024 - Eurosurveillance 
In January 2024, a child was diagnosed with measles in a paediatric hospital in Lisbon. Of 
123 contacts, 39 (32%) were not fully immunised, presenting a risk for a potential 
outbreak. The public health unit initiated control measures and identified challenges 
during the response, such as the lack of interoperability between information systems and 
accessing vaccination records. Read more... 

  

2. Severe A(H1N1)pdm09 influenza acute encephalopathy outbreak in children in 
Tuscany, Italy, December 2023 to January 2024  

25-04-2024 - Eurosurveillance 
A severe outbreak of influenza A(H1N1pdm09) infection in seven children (median age: 
52 months) occurred between December 2023 and January 2024 in Tuscany, Italy. 
Clinical presentation ranged from milder encephalopathy to acute necrotizing 
encephalopathy (ANE) with coma and multiorgan failure one child died. This report raises 
awareness for clinicians to identify and treat early acute ... Read more... 

  

3. Scenarios of future mpox outbreaks among men who have sex with men: a modelling 
study based on cross-sectional seroprevalence data from the Netherlands, 2022  

25-04-2024 - Eurosurveillance 
Background Following the 2022-2023 mpox outbreak, crucial knowledge gaps exist 
regarding orthopoxvirus-specific immunity in risk groups and its impact on future 
outbreaks. Aim We combined cross-sectional seroprevalence studies in two cities in the 
Netherlands with mathematical modelling to evaluate scenarios of future mpox outbreaks 
among men who have sex with men (MSM). Read more... 

  

4. Outbreak of invasive Group A streptococcus disease in a nursing home in Ireland in 
February 2023 caused by emm type 18  

25-04-2024 - Eurosurveillance 
An out-of-season increase in cases of invasive Group A streptococcus (iGAS) was 
observed in Ireland between October 2022 and August 2023. We describe the 
management of an iGAS outbreak involving three nursing home residents in Ireland in 
early 2023. A regional Department of Public Health was notified of an iGAS case in a 
nursing home resident in January 2023. Read more... 

  

5. Availability of drugs for the treatment of multidrug-resistant/rifampicin-resistant 
tuberculosis in the World Health Organization European Region, October 2023  

25-04-2024 - Eurosurveillance 
The BPaLM regimen (bedaquiline, pretomanid, linezolid and moxifloxacin) recently 
recommended by the World Health Organization offers short, safe, and effective 
treatment for multidrug-resistant/rifampicin-resistant tuberculosis (TB). In a survey with 
national TB focal points in 18 central and western European countries to explore barriers 
for the implementation of BPaLM, ... Read more... 

  

6. Authors’ correction for Euro Surveill. 202429(16)  

25-04-2024 - Eurosurveillance 
Read more... 
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1. Association of stress hyperglycemia ratio and mortality in patients with sepsis: results 
from 13,199 patients 

28-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Background The stress hyperglycemia ratio (SHR), adjusted for average 
glycemic status, is suggested for assessing actual blood glucose levels. Its link with 
adverse outcomes is known in certain populations, yet its impact on sepsis patients’ 
prognosis is unclear. This study explores the association between SHR and mortality in 
sepsis. Methods We included 13, ... Read more... 

  

2. Herpes simplex encephalitis in France: incidence, 6-month rehospitalizations and 
mortality 

28-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Background Herpes simplex encephalitis (HSE) is a disease with unfavorable 
vital and functional prognoses. There are no recent epidemiological data on HSE at a 
national level using real-life databases, especially in France. This study aimed to report 
the incidence, the clinical characteristics and outcomes of the patients with HSE. Methods 
We conducted a comprehensive retrospective ... Read more... 

  

3. PCR-positive meningococcal CSF infection without pleocytosis but high IL-6 and IL-8 

27-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Background Meningococcal meningitis is still a severe disease causing high 
mortality and morbidity rates. Early diagnosis is crucial to ensure prompt antibiotic 
therapy. However, identification of the pathogen can be challenging. Case presentation A 
32-year-old male patient with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) presented to the 
emergency room with fever, nausea, vomiting, ... Read more... 

  

4. Surgery in patients with infective endocarditis and prognostic importance of patient 
frailty  

27-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Purpose Surgery is required in 20–50% of patients with infective endocarditis 
(IE). Frailty increases surgical risk however, the prognostic implications of frailty in 
patients undergoing IE-related surgery remain poorly understood. We aimed to assess 
the association between frailty and all-cause mortality or rehospitalization after discharge 
(≥ 14 days). Read more... 

  

5. Primary cutaneous nocardiosis of the ankle caused by N. brasiliensis: a case report  

26-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Nocardia is a genus of aerobic, Gram-positive bacteria known for their 
filamentous and branching morphology. N. brasiliensis is the most common species 
causing cutaneous nocardiosis. We present a 67-year-old woman who developed 
abscesseson the back of her right ankle after walking barefoot on soil. Cultures from the 
cutaneous lesions grew N. brasiliensis. Read more... 

  

6. A case of pulmonary melioidosis in Germany: a rare differential diagnosis in returning 
travelers from South-East Asia 

26-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Background Melioidosis is a bacterial infection associated with high mortality. 
The diagnostic approach to this rare disease in Europe is challenging, especially because 
pulmonary manifestation of melioidosis can mimic pulmonary tuberculosis (TB). Antibiotic 
therapy of melioidosis consists of an initial intensive phase of 2–8 weeks followed by an 
eradication therapy of 3–6 months. Read more... 

  

7. Correction to: Predictive performance of NEWS and qSOFA in immunocompromised 
sepsis patients at the emergency department  
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8. Gianotti–Crosti syndrome mimicking scabies  

26-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract This case report highlights a case of a 65-year-old woman who presented to our 
clinic with suspicion of refractory scabies. She had undergone multiple treatments without 
improvement. However, the clinical condition was not scabies but rather Gianotti–Crosti 
Syndrome (GCS), leading to rapid clinical improvement and avoiding the need for further 
unnecessary tests and treatments. Read more... 

  

9. Outcome of Human Parainfluenza Virus infection in allogeneic stem cell transplantation 
recipients: possible impact of ribavirin therapy  

24-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Background This retrospective study focused on analyzing community-acquired 
respiratory virus (CARV) infections, in particular human parainfluenza virus (hPIV) after 
allogeneic stem cell transplant (allo-SCT) in adults recipients. It aimed to assess the 
impact of ribavirin treatment, clinical characteristics, and risk factors associated with lower 
respiratory tract disease (LRTD) ... Read more... 

  

10. Anti-spike antibody level is associated with the risk of clinical progression among 
subjects hospitalized with COVID-19 pneumonia: results from a retrospective cohort study  

23-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Purpose Antibodies against SARS-CoV-2 spike (anti-S) may confer protection 
against symptomatic COVID-19. Whether their level predicts progression among those 
with COVID-19 pneumonia remains unclear. Methods We conducted a retrospective 
cohort study to assess predictors of anti-S levels and whether anti-S titer is associated 
with death or mechanical ventilation (MV). Read more... 

  

11. Assessment of a novel BLOOMY score for predicting mortality in hospitalised adults 
with bloodstream infection  

23-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Purpose A German multicentre study BLOOMY was the first to use machine 
learning approach to develop mortality prediction scores for bloodstream infection (BSI) 
patients, but the scores have not been assessed in other cohorts. Our aim was to assess 
how the BLOOMY 14-day and 6-month scores estimate mortality in our cohort of 497 
cases with BSI. Methods Clinical data, laboratory data, ... Read more... 

  

12. Real-world application of nirmatrelvir/ritonavir in hospitalized COVID-19 patients with 
onset of symptoms beyond 5 days: a comparative study  

23-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Purpose Physicians may administer Nirmatrelvir-ritonavir to patients who have 
been symptomatic for more than 5 days. There is currently no clear evidence to support 
this approach. Methods A real-world study was conducted to investigate the potential 
relationship between the administration of Nirmatrelvir-ritonavir and the rates of intubation 
or in-hospital mortality among COVID-19 ... Read more... 

  

13. High cure rates of Mycoplasma genitalium following empiric treatment with 
azithromycin alongside frequent detection of macrolide resistance in Austria  

22-04-2024 - Springer 
Abstract Background Mycoplasma genitalium (MG) is an emerging sexually transmitted 
infection, often harboring resistance-associated mutations to azithromycin (AZM). Global 
surveillance has been mandated to tackle the burden caused by MG, yet no data are 
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based solutions are still used. Randomised controlled trials (RCTs) in Caesarean section 
(CS) are rare and do not include all possible comparisons of antiseptics. Read more... 

  

2. The requirement to move towards standardisation of wastewater sampling  

27-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Contamination of wastewater systems in healthcare settings with multidrug-resistant 
organisms (MDROs) represents a significant challenge to healthcare providers. In the 
past decade there has been increased attention paid to reservoirs of contamination in 
healthcare wastewater systems, with a particular emphasis on sinks and shower drains. 
Gram-negative MDROs including Pseudomonas aeruginosa, ... Read more... 

  

3. Short Versus Prolonged Duration of Therapy for Pseudomonas aeruginosa 
Bacteremia: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis 

27-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
The optimal duration of therapy for Pseudomonas aeruginosa bloodstream infection 
(PSA-BSI) is unknown, with prolonged therapy frequently favored due to severity of 
infection, patient complexity, risk of multi-drug resistance, and high mortality. We 
therefore conducted a systematic review and meta-analysis of studies with head-to-head 
comparison of short versus prolonged therapy for PSA-BSI. Read more... 

  

4. Development and Evaluation of Test Methods for the Detection and Enumeration of 
Opportunistic Waterborne Pathogens from the Hospital Environment  

27-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Many Gram -negative bacteria other than Pseudomonas aeruginosa have been 
implicated in waterborne outbreaks but standardised laboratory detection methods for 
these organisms have not been established. Read more... 

  

5. ML-based risk assessment tool to rule out empiric use of ESBL-targeted therapy in 
endemic areas 

26-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Antimicrobial stewardship focuses on identifying patients who require ESBL-targeted 
therapy. Rule-in tools have been extensively researched in areas of low endemicity 
however, such tools are inadequate for areas with high rates of ESBL, as almost all 
patients will be selected. Read more... 

  

6. Human resource management to assist infection prevention and control professionals: 
A scoping review 

26-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Infection prevention and control (IPC) professionals are key intermediaries between 
hospital managers and frontline staff. During the novel coronavirus disease pandemic, 
IPC professionals faced new challenges. Unfortunately, research on human resource 
management (HRM) to support IPC during and between pandemics is lacking. Therefore, 
this scoping review aimed to elucidate the existing ... Read more... 

  

7. The prophylactic use of negative pressure wound therapy after cardiac surgery: a 
meta-analysis 

25-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Surgical site infections (SSi) pose a frequent complication in cardiac surgery patients and 
lead to increased patient discomfort and extended hospitalization. Read more... 

  

8. Impact of COVID-19 on healthcare associated infections and antimicrobial use in Italy, 
2022 

25-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
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We aimed to assess the impact of COVID-19 on healthcare associated infection (HAI) 
transmission and antimicrobial use (AMU) prevalence during the later stages of the 
pandemic. Read more... 

  

9. Octenidine exposure was not associated with reduced Octenidine susceptibility of 
meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in an extended-care facility in 
Singapore 

24-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Antiseptics such as chlorhexidine gluconate (CHG) and octenidine dihydrochloride (OCT) 
are frequently used in hospitals to prevent and control meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA) transmission. With increasing prevalence of reduced CHG susceptibility 
of MRSA, concerns are raised about the possibility of reduced OCT susceptibility. Hence, 
we evaluated the prevalence of reduced CHG ... Read more... 

  

10. Pilot randomised experimental study evaluating isopropyl alcohol and UVC radiation 
in the disinfection of healthcare workers' smartphones  

24-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Smartphones in medical settings pose infection risks due to harbouring pathogenic 
bacteria. This pilot study assesses the effectiveness duration of sanitisation methods, 
focusing on 70% isopropyl alcohol wipes and UVC boxes, aiming to obtain preliminary 
data on the reduction in Total Bacterial Load 3 hours post-sanitisation. A randomised 
monocentric trial with two intervention arms (wipes and ... Read more... 

  

11. Practices to prevent non-ventilator hospital acquired pneumonia: a narrative review  

23-04-2024 - Journal of Hospital Infection 
Nosocomial infection has significant consequences in healthcare, at the individual level 
driving increased morbidity and mortality, but also at the organisational level due to 
increased costs. Hospital acquired pneumonia(HAP) is the most common nosocomial 
infection and is associated with high excess mortality, frequent use of broad spectrum 
anti-microbials and increased length of stay. Read more... 
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1. Population incidence and associated mortality of urinary tract infection in people living 
with dementia 

26-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Urinary tract infections (UTIs) frequently cause hospitalisation and death in people living 
with dementia (PLWD). We examine UTI incidence and associated mortality among 
PLWD relative to matched controls and people with diabetes and investigate whether 
delayed or withheld treatment further impacts mortality. Read more... 

  

2. Corrigendum to: “People living with HIV who have poor immune status are a key 
population for SARS-CoV-2 prevention” Journal of Infection, Volume 88, Issue 3, March 
2024, 106122 

25-04-2024 - Elsevier 
The authors regret that the originally published acknowledgements section was missing 
some information. Please see the correct version below: Read more... 
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The utility of whole genome sequencing (WGS) to inform sexually transmitted infection 
(STI) patient management is unclear. Timely WGS data might support clinical 
management of STIs by characterising epidemiological links and antimicrobial resistance 
profiles. We conducted a systematic review of clinical application of WGS to any human 
pathogen that may be transposable to gonorrhoea. Read more... 
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Background. Actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae, a member of the Pasteurellaceae family, 
is known for its highly infectious nature and is the primary causative agent of infectious 
pleuropneumonia in pigs. This disease poses a considerable threat to the global pig 
industry and leads to substantial economic losses due to reduced productivity, increased 
mortality rates, ... Read more... 
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26-04-2024 - Elsevier 
The surge in scarlet fever and invasive group A streptococcal infection in England during 
winter, 2022–23,1 has stimulated the consideration of optimal sore throat management, 
as point-of-care tests for diagnosis are not routinely used. Clinical prediction scores can 
identify patients who are most likely to benefit from antibiotics however, balance is 
required between optimising clinical ... Read more... 
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1. [Obituary] John Phair  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Renowned HIV researcher and infectious disease specialist, passed away on Feb 19, 
2024, aged 89 years. Read more... 

  

2. [Profile] Quique Bassat—improving paediatric global health  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
A family trip to Kenya and Tanzania in the late 1980s was an eye-opener for a teenage 
Quique Bassat. “I had an epiphany moment in Africa where I realised how lucky I was 
having been born in Barcelona, compared to children my age in Africa. That's when I 
decided I wanted to work in Africa”, he recalls. Some thirty years on, Bassat is a 
paediatrician, epidemiologist, ... Read more... 

  

3. [Newsdesk] Research in brief  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
A study has found that abzymes, antibodies that act like enzymes, may be produced in 
some patients with COVID-19. Researchers examined plasma samples collected from 67 
volunteers with moderate or severe COVID-19 on or around day 7 of their hospitalisation 
and compared them with plasma collected in 2018, before the pandemic. The results 
showed that a small subset of the patients with COVID-19 ... Read more... 

  

4. [Newsdesk] Infectious Disease Surveillance Update  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
On April 2, 2024, health officials in Bolivia reported 15 cases of Oropouche virus disease 
in La Paz department in western Bolivia. As of April 5, there have been 24 confirmed 
cases and more than 50 suspected cases identified. The confirmed cases were across 
three municipalities: Irupana (22 cases), Cajuata (one case), and Chulumani (one case). 
Oropouche virus disease is caused by an ... Read more... 

  

5. [Media Watch] Pox Romana  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
A particular highlight of Colin Elliott's book Pox Romana: the plague that shook the 
Roman world is his visceral account of ancient Rome itself. Anyone hoping for the 
Colosseum, classical columns, and pristine white togas will be disappointed. “Even in 
luxurious houses equipped with cesspits and chamber pots, garbage and waste were 
frequently chucked out into the street”, writes Elliott, ... Read more... 

  

6. [Newsdesk] Leptospirosis cases triple in Réunion 

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
A surge in leptospirosis cases this year prompts heightened surveillance measures on 
Réunion island. Alix Boisson-Walsh reports. Read more... 

  

7. [Newsdesk] Excess tuberculosis deaths in the WHO European region  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
A new report from WHO and the ECDC says that 7000 estimated excess tuberculosis 
deaths in the WHO European region in 2020–22 were a direct result of the pandemic. 
Talha Burki reports. Read more... 

  

8. [Obituary] Sir Michael Anthony Epstein  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
British pathologist, virologist, and co-discoverer of the Epstein–Barr virus, passed away 
on Feb 6, 2024, aged 102 years. Read more... 

  

9. [Profile] Nuria Izquierdo-Useros—fighting the good fight 
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24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Born in Madrid, Spain, shortly after the end of the Francoist dictatorship, Nuria Izquierdo-
Useros was raised in an environment that actively promoted critical thinking. “My 
grandmother and mother taught me about feminism and the importance of fighting for 
equity. My grandmother was among the first women (in Spain) who graduated as a lawyer 
and became an active member of the female lawyer ... Read more... 

  

10. [Profile] Oriol Mitja—the beginning of the end for yaws  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Oriol Mitja had an upbringing that suggested he could be a doctor: his late grandfather 
was the founder and first chancellor of Barcelona's Autonomous University, and both his 
parents are doctors. But it was something quite acute that persuaded him to follow 
medicine. “When I was 15, I broke my knee, and was given treatment in hospital that took 
away the intense pain”, ... Read more... 

  

11. [Media Watch] On the frontline during the COVID-19 pandemic 

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Although the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic has been a recent traumatic addition to our 
collective memory, we have learned a great deal about the decisions made by 
governments during this time. Communicating the experience as we felt it at the time, 
while not failing to incorporate what we have since come to understand about its 
management is a daunting task, but ITV's new three-part drama Breathtaking ... Read 
more... 

  

12. [Newsdesk] DNDi receives grant to develop treatments for NTDs  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
A grant awarded to the DNDi by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will enable new drug 
trials for sleeping sickness and river blindness. Sanjeet Bagcchi reports. Read more... 

  

13. [Corrections] Correction to Lancet Infect Dis 2024 published online Jan 17. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(24)00032-X 

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Justo JA, Pogue JM. Is it time to join the oral antibiotics bandwagon? Lancet Infect Dis 
2024 published online Jan 17. https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(24)00032-X—In this 
Comment, the last sentence should read “As we await definitive data, the results of 
SABATO, when combined with OVIVA7 and POET,8 should continue to dispel the long-
held dogma that intravenous antibiotics are better simply ... Read more... 

  

14. [Corrections] Correction to Lancet Infect Dis 2024 24: 488–503 

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
Kang H, Auzenbergs M, Clapham H, et al. Chikungunya seroprevalence, force of 
infection, and prevalence of chronic disability after infection in endemic and epidemic 
settings: a systematic review, meta-analysis, and modelling study. Lancet Infect Dis 2024 
24: 488–503—In figure 2 of this Article, the y axes were labelled incorrectly. This 
correction has been made to the online version as of ... Read more... 

  

15. [Newsdesk] WHO publishes list of medically important antimicrobials  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
On Feb 8, 2024, WHO published its list of medically important antimicrobials to guide 
appropriate use of antimicrobials in human and non-human sectors. Timothy Jesudason 
reports. Read more... 

  

16. [Newsdesk] Protocol for testing filovirus treatments during outbreaks  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
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A meeting convened by WHO in Africa in February, 2024, aimed to develop a protocol for 
assessing new treatments for filovirus diseases during outbreaks. Esther Nakkazi reports. 
Read more... 

  

17. [Editorial] What is the pandemic potential of avian influenza A(H5N1)?  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
On March 25, 2024, a national authority in Viet Nam notified WHO of a case of human 
infection with highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) A(H5N1) virus (clade unreported). 
Then on April 1, a second but unrelated human infection with HPAI A(H5N1) virus (clade 
2.3.4.4b) was reported in Texas, USA. The two cases occurred under different 
circumstances with different outcomes. Read more... 

  

18. [Clinical Picture] Endobronchial tuberculosis  

24-04-2024 - Elsevier 
A 24-year-old Romanian woman who had recently immigrated to the Netherlands 
presented to the ambulatory care setting with a 1-year history of a pulmonary squeak. A 
review of the patient revealed no allergen exposures, no chronic or productive cough, no 
fever episodes or night sweats, and no history of serious illness or medication use. 
Weight and dietary intake were healthy, ... Read more... 

  

19. [Media Watch] A summer cold  

08-04-2024 - Elsevier 
“All happy families are alike each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way” is the 
famous opening of Lev Tolstoj's masterpiece Anna Karenina. And among unhappy 
families immortalised in literature, the Tyrone family, at the centre of American playwright 
Eugene O'Neill's Long day's journey into night, has a special place. The play is 
considered O'Neill's best work and is strongly based on the ... Read more... 

  

20. [Newsdesk] First fatality from Alaskapox virus  

19-03-2024 - Elsevier 
In February, the Alaska Division of Public Health reported the first death from a recently 
discovered virus belonging to the same genus as smallpox and mpox. Sharmila Devi 
reports. Read more... 

  

21. [Media Watch] COVID-19 in Palestine 

19-03-2024 - Elsevier 
The COVID-19 pandemic has, arguably, always been political. Across the world, the 
response to the pandemic has reflected government capabilities and inadequacies, and 
brought to light the difference in the pandemic experience between wealthier and poorer 
populations. But in her book COVID-19 in Palestine: the settler colonial context, Nadia 
Naser-Najjab considers the difference being exposed ... Read more... 

  

22. [Corrections] Correction to Lancet Infect Dis 2023 23: 856–66 

11-03-2024 - Elsevier 
Wilkins D, Langedijk AC, Lebbink RJ, et al. Nirsevimab binding-site conservation in 
respiratory syncytial virus fusion glycoprotein worldwide between 1956 and 2021: an 
analysis of observational study sequencing data. Lancet Infect Dis 2023 23: 856–66— In 
this Article, the units for IC50 in the table should have read ng/mL and the appendix has 
been updated. These corrections have been made to ... Read more... 

  

23. [Correspondence] Untold Lassa fever story: a physician's lived experience  

07-03-2024 - Elsevier 
Lassa fever, a viral haemorrhagic fever endemic to West Africa, remains a substantial 
health concern in the region. Although its primary mode of transmission is through contact 
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with food and household items contaminated by Mastomys rat urine and faeces, 
secondary human-to-human transmission also occurs, with nosocomial transmission to 
health-care workers being particularly alarming, ... Read more... 

  

24. [Comment] Is eradication of influenza B viruses possible?  

04-03-2024 - Elsevier 
Influenza B virus infections account for a substantial proportion of cases of influenza 
annually, with a high morbidity and mortality burden, especially in children (aged 0–18 
years). Influenza B virus, on average, accounts for 23% of the annual influenza cases 
globally, although it can account for up to 80% of infections in some seasons and 
geographical locations, ... Read more... 

  

25. [Correspondence] Adaptive immune responses are larger and functionally preserved 
in a hypervaccinated individual 

04-03-2024 - Elsevier 
Prime-boost vaccinations can enhance immune responses,1 whereas chronic antigen 
exposure can cause immune tolerance.2 In humans, the benefits, limitations, and risks of 
repetitive vaccination remain poorly understood. Read more... 

  

26. [Comment] Large language models must serve clinicians, not the reverse  

29-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Since the public release of ChatGPT in November, 2022, large language models (LLMs) 
have been shown to offer undeniably impressive utility in medicine and health care. Their 
shown proficiency in providing antimicrobial advice,1 writing discharge summaries,2 and 
parsing clinical notes,3 as well as their promising application across various clinical 
specialties4 and in low-income and ... Read more... 

  

27. [Correspondence] Quadrivalent dengue-virus vaccines: challenges and opportunities 
for India 

23-02-2024 - Elsevier 
An estimated 12·9 million primary dengue-virus infections occurred in India in 2017, 
according to the constant force of infection model.1 Vaccine-efficacy studies for 
quadrivalent dengue-virus vaccines conducted in other endemic countries2–4 have 
provided an excellent plan to guide the progress of phase 3 trials in India, which 
contributes to about 30% of the global burden of dengue. Read more... 

  

28. [Correspondence] Non-COVID-19 hospitalisation as a negative control outcome in 
COVID-19 vaccine effectiveness studies  

22-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Christian Holm Hansen and colleagues1 estimated the effectiveness of the XBB.1.5 
updated COVID-19 vaccine against COVID-19 hospitalisation. Although their work is 
valuable, we have concerns regarding their negative control outcome analysis. Read 
more... 

  

29. [Correspondence] Non-COVID-19 hospitalisation as a negative control outcome in 
COVID-19 vaccine effectiveness studies – Authors' reply 

22-02-2024 - Elsevier 
We welcome this important discussion about the use of negative control outcomes to 
assess potential biases from uncontrolled confounders in observational COVID-19 
vaccine effectiveness studies. The negative control outcome used in our study1 was 
hospitalisation for more than 12 h for any reason, excluding patients with diagnoses 
relating to COVID-19 or with a positive SARS-CoV-2 test up to 30 ... Read more... 

  

30. [Correspondence] Global incidence and mortality of severe fungal disease  
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21-02-2024 - Elsevier 
We read, with great interest, David W Denning's estimates on the global incidence and 
mortality of severe fungal disease.1 We agree there is a crucial need for accurate 
estimates of fungal diseases, the absence of which contribute to a lack of awareness, 
underdiagnosis, equity concerns, and inadequate research funding. However, we have 
several concerns with the estimation approach and ... Read more... 

  

31. [Correspondence] Global incidence and mortality of severe fungal disease – Author's 
reply 

21-02-2024 - Elsevier 
The interest shown by Kevin Ikuta and colleagues1 in the global incidence and mortality 
of severe fungal disease is appreciated.2 All fungal disease estimates have major gaps in 
individual country and regional data, as well as differing approaches to the diagnosis of 
those conditions, especially those that require a multimoded diagnosis, such as both 
invasive and chronic pulmonary aspergillosis. Read more... 

  

32. [Comment] The deadly potential of chikungunya virus  

08-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Chikungunya virus is a mosquito-transmitted alphavirus first detected in Tanzania in the 
1950s. However, it was only after a large outbreak in Réunion island that the risk of 
severe disease in humans started becoming clear.1 Outbreaks of chikungunya virus 
disease are becoming increasingly common. Driven by increased connectivity of 
communities and climate change, ... Read more... 

  

33. [Articles] The public health impact and cost-effectiveness of the R21/Matrix-M malaria 
vaccine: a mathematical modelling study  

08-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Introduction of the R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine could have a substantial public health 
benefit across sub-Saharan Africa. Read more... 

  

34. [Comment] Determining force of infection for chikungunya to support vaccine policy 
development 

08-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Chikungunya is an emerging mosquito-borne viral infection causing an increasing number 
of outbreaks in the tropics and subtropics, and smaller outbreaks have also been 
observed in temperate climates, including Europe.1 The infection has also become an 
increasing problem in international travellers.2 Similarly to dengue, another vector-borne 
viral infection in the tropics and subtropics, ... Read more... 

  

35. [Articles] Risk of death following chikungunya virus disease in the 100 Million Brazilian 
Cohort, 2015–18: a matched cohort study and self-controlled case series  

08-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Chikungunya virus disease is associated with an increased risk of death for up to 84 days 
after symptom onset, including deaths from cerebrovascular diseases, ischaemic heart 
diseases, and diabetes. This study highlights the need for equitable access to approved 
vaccines and effective anti-chikungunya virus therapeutics and reinforces the importance 
of robust vector-control efforts to reduce ... Read more... 

  

36. [Comment] R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine: a vital tool in the arsenal against malaria, 
not a silver bullet 

08-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Although malaria has placed a burden on humanity for centuries, affecting millions of 
people, particularly in Africa, numerous strategies and interventions have been 
implemented with varying degrees of success.1 The recent introduction of the R21/Matrix-
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M malaria vaccine, following the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine, has been greeted with 
optimism and touted as one of the most promising tools in ... Read more... 

  

37. [Articles] Chikungunya seroprevalence, force of infection, and prevalence of chronic 
disability after infection in endemic and epidemic settings: a systematic review, meta-
analysis, and modelling study  

08-02-2024 - Elsevier 
We inferred subnational heterogeneity in long-term average annual FOI and transmission 
dynamics and identified both endemic and epidemic settings across different countries. 
Brazil, Ethiopia, Malaysia, and India included both endemic and epidemic settings. Long-
term average annual FOI was higher in epidemic settings than endemic settings. 
However, long-term cumulative incidence of chikungunya ... Read more... 

  

38. [Comment] Outpacing antiviral resistance: new treatments for influenza virus infection  

06-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Influenza viruses are important human pathogens that cause seasonal outbreaks and 
have the potential to cause global pandemics. The ongoing evolution of influenza viruses 
poses a public health challenge, as antigenic drift (ie, the accumulation of mutations over 
time) can allow circulating viruses to evade pre-existing immunity conferred through 
previous infection or immunisation. Read more... 

  

39. [Articles] Safety and efficacy of onradivir in adults with acute uncomplicated influenza 
A infection: a multicentre, double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 2 trial  

06-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Onradivir showed a safety profile comparable to placebo, as well as higher efficacy than 
placebo in ameliorating influenza symptoms and lowering the viral load in adult patients 
with uncomplicated influenza infection, especially the onradivir 600 mg once per day 
regimen. Read more... 

  

40. [Articles] Invasive pneumococcal disease 3 years after introduction of a reduced 1 + 1 
infant 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine immunisation schedule in England: a 
prospective national observational surveillance study 

01-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Overall, IPD incidence in England was lower in 2022–23, 2 years after removal of 
pandemic restrictions, than in 2019–20. Breakthrough and vaccine failure rates were not 
significantly different between children who received the 1 + 1 compared with the 2 + 1 
PCV13 immunisation schedule. The post-pandemic increase in childhood IPD incidence 
and especially PCV13-type IPD will require close monitoring. Read more... 

  

41. [Comment] Will two doses of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine be enough?  

01-02-2024 - Elsevier 
Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) is one of the most expensive vaccines in the 
paediatric vaccination schedule. To reduce cost and the number of injections, there has 
been major research investments to identify whether a two-dose infant PCV schedule is 
non-inferior to three doses. So far, the UK is the only country to adopt a two-dose (one 
prime and one boost) schedule. Read more... 

  

42. [Articles] Effectiveness of one dose of killed oral cholera vaccine in an endemic 
community in the Democratic Republic of the Congo: a matched case-control study 

19-01-2024 - Elsevier 
A single dose of Euvichol-Plus provided substantial protection against medically attended 
cholera for at least 36 months after vaccination in this cholera-endemic setting. Although 
the evidence provides support for similar levels of protection in young children and others 
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25-04-2024 - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (USA) 
This report describes a recommendation from the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices that all people ages ≥65 years and older receive one additional dose of any 
updated (2023–2024 Formula) COVID-19 vaccine. Read more... 

  

2. Investigation of Presumptive HIV Transmission Associated with Receipt of Platelet-
Rich Plasma Microneedling Facials at a Spa Among Former Spa Clients — New Mexico, 
2018–2023 

25-04-2024 - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (USA) 
This report describes an investigation of multiple HIV infections among people who 
received microneedling facials. Read more... 

  

3. Use of Ebola Vaccines — Worldwide, 2021–2023 

25-04-2024 - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (USA) 
This report describes repurposing Ebola vaccines in the absence of large outbreaks. 
Read more... 

  

4. QuickStats: Percentage of Employed Adults Aged ≥18 Years Who Slept 7 Hours per 
24-Hour Period, by Sex and Number of Work Hours per Week — United States, 2022 

25-04-2024 - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (USA) 
This report describes the percentage of employed adults who slept less than seven hours 
per 24-hour period. Read more... 

  

5. SARS-CoV-2 Viral Shedding and Rapid Antigen Test Performance — Respiratory Virus 
Transmission Network, November 2022–May 2023 

25-04-2024 - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (USA) 
This report describes the sensitivity of different kinds of tests that detect SARS-CoV-2, 
the virus that causes COVID-19. Read more... 

  

6. Notes from the Field: Group A Streptococcus Bacteremia in Persons Who Inject Drugs 
— Northern Vermont, January 2020–October 2023 

25-04-2024 - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (USA) 
This report describes an increase in group A streptococcal infections among people who 
inject drugs in Vermont. Read more... 
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Nature Reviews Microbiology 
  

1. The complex life of the HIV-1 full-length RNA 

24-04-2024 - Nature 
Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 24 April 2024 doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01049-7In this Journal Club, Ricardo Soto-Rifo discusses a study on intron-containing 
HIV-1 RNA, revealing its role as a pathogen-associated molecular pattern in myeloid 
cells, which has implications for immune activation, inflammation and clinical outcomes. 
Read more... 

  

2. Nitroplast organelle unveiled  

24-04-2024 - Nature 
Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 24 April 2024 doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01053-xA recent study reports the existence of a nitrogen-fixing organelle called the 
‘nitroplast’. Read more... 

  

3. Mycetocola to the rescue  

24-04-2024 - Nature 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566327201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hm36UVvKT4LqvWmWIaue5LzEInbO5G9L9dku9mKkkqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566334790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A1y9eCxrFu4u%2Fstsryro6M%2Bq45ugqfEsaxMfOuh8nqA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566334790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A1y9eCxrFu4u%2Fstsryro6M%2Bq45ugqfEsaxMfOuh8nqA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566334790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A1y9eCxrFu4u%2Fstsryro6M%2Bq45ugqfEsaxMfOuh8nqA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566342506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FaBUJ2YQZidx18Z2GCqzEjHDWBDqifI8N%2BgCjVZ9o4U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566350100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BixDSGZtA2MY6oqFLik0GZ5XhlUDqEOULo%2B9YNzvOvk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566357811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w3oROPrYgo%2FzQKf2%2Beq%2BPsMsqAPN%2BzrebvRBA1I1JfY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566365464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P1GGXZahFHHNf5zf5ASWGjgwkFWO0X8ZOp1k4OyoYG4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566365464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P1GGXZahFHHNf5zf5ASWGjgwkFWO0X8ZOp1k4OyoYG4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566373294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OWRftoQ2N1KhdD%2B0stSzGiFGHhddX8rDwiWh2imeEF8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566381058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1XFaNhcEoKOsbyh1FNLtSHM0DXCg%2FMFJiIjnP7t39xM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566381058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1XFaNhcEoKOsbyh1FNLtSHM0DXCg%2FMFJiIjnP7t39xM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566388757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CxeheNoSabZ5l2IBTgSBbeyqv3jyjfTtdfNQiOKLSIM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566396372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FhcoTQrooS2ouBCp%2B6b4PpQH%2BovXHUE%2FNqEYZntZlMc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566396372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FhcoTQrooS2ouBCp%2B6b4PpQH%2BovXHUE%2FNqEYZntZlMc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566407246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q5nvXqA0fBN4JCq4M1u5wWUtBCLwLpU2ZknL3yJLK90%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566415656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nv2p5FO60BwtleFM6qFsOpoUB%2FO%2F%2FmTtcrsu7nXx25A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566423557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oY7ePhZpDPxSE1i5DurwMPP%2FEV857rD%2FXDiKER5pzTM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566431052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oKSUd6TeUKixGih0Cu4Xo8LDJQXa%2FAuF32Rp9pgOegQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566438614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UjPb4YrU9j%2BerMdhsJK11uf%2Bv5jQKK5UwmJp8%2FVLk2w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.vable.com%2Ftransit%%3D&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Ce48f13536eb84278345d08dc68125c3e%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638499675566446198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p7b9bBRYe%2B7mn%2FLnQfvFtv28ok5RLRF%2F3r8bBtIIp30%3D&reserved=0


35 

Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 24 April 2024 doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01052-yIn this study, Carrasco Flores et al. report that the bacterium Mycetocola lacteus 
protects the microalga Chlamydomonas reinhardtii from the antagonistic activity of 
Pseudomonas protegens. Read more... 

  

4. Phages get snappy 

23-04-2024 - Nature 
Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 22 April 2024 doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01050-0This study shows that a single-stranded RNA phage binds to the Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa type IV pilus, leading to phage entry into the cell and the detachment of the 
pilus, which impairs bacterial motility. Read more... 
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NEJM Journal Watch: Infectious Diseases 
  

1. For Coordinating Management of Opioid Use Disorder and Hepatitis C Infection, 
Telemedicine Works 

26-04-2024 - Massachusetts Medical Society 
Attainment of sustained virologic response was 85% for telemedicine integrated with 
opioid use disorder treatment versus 34% for traditional referral. Read more... 

  

2. Delivery of Malaria Vaccine Through National Immunization Programs: Achievable and 
Safe 

26-04-2024 - Massachusetts Medical Society 
Three doses of RTS,S/AS01E vaccine safely reduced hospitalizations due to severe 
malaria 2 years later. Read more... 

  

3. How Well Do Public and Private Healthcare Providers Manage Chlamydia and 
Gonorrhea? 

26-04-2024 - Massachusetts Medical Society 
Rates of treatment for both chlamydia and gonorrhea — and adherence to recommended 
therapies for gonorrhea — were higher for public compared with private providers. Read 
more... 

  

4. Innovative Pairing of Beta-Lactamase Inhibitors to Combat Multidrug-Resistant Gram-
Negative Pathogens 

22-04-2024 - Massachusetts Medical Society 
An expanding repertoire of beta-lactamase inhibitors is increasingly relied upon to protect 
antibiotics against antibiotic-resistant pathogens. Read more... 
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1. Coping and emotions of global higher education students to the Ukraine war worldwide  

27-04-2024 - Ovid 
Author Names: Raccanello D.,Burro R.,Aristovnik A.,Ravselj D.,Umek L.,Vicentini G.,Hall 
R.,Buizza C.,Buzdar M.A.,Chatterjee S.,Cucari N.,Dobrowolska B.,Ferreira-Oliveira 
A.T.,Franca T.,Ghilardi A.,Inasius F.,Kar S.K.,Karampelas K.,Kuzyshyn A.,Lazar 
F.,Machin-Mastromatteo J.D.,Malliarou M.,Marques B.P.,Mendez-Prado S.M.,Mollica 
C.,Obadic A.,Olaniyan O.F.,Rodrigues A.S.,Sbravati G.,Vasic A. Read more... 
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