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Welcome to the weekly Infection Current Awareness Update (ICAU), produced by UKHSA 
Knowledge and Library Services. The purpose of this update is to provide you with the latest, 
best evidence about infection, to help you make informed decisions. 

If you have any queries, please contact us at libraries@ukhsa.gov.uk, and if you would like 
to request a literature search, please use the Knowledge and Library Services Enquiries 
Portal. 
 
Please note that not all the articles and resources referred to in this alert are freely available. 
Some articles may require an Athens username and password. For further information on 
Athens accounts please visit here. If you are not eligible to access our library services, then 
you may want to approach your local NHS library service. 

   

We do not accept responsibility for the availability or reliability of the items of content 
included in this alert and their inclusion is not an endorsement of any views that may 

be expressed. 

Infection-related guidance 

• European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control - 3 

Infection-related journals 

• American Journal of Infection Control - 8 

• Clinical Infectious Diseases - Advance Access - 13 

• Clinical Infectious Diseases - Current Issue - 53 

• Clinical Microbiology and Infection - 8 

• Clinical Microbiology Reviews - Current Issue - 1 

• Current Opinion in Microbiology - 3 

• Diagnostic Microbiology and Infectious Disease - 8 

• Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal - ahead of print - 16 

• European Journal of Clinical Microbiology & Infectious Diseases - 4 

• Eurosurveillance latest updates - 5 

• Infection - 3 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransit.linexsystems.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F30370861%2Fukhsalibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk%3Fp%3DeyJzIjoiNVdjRzg5ZFdNU0Q3LXNBU2lnYlRWdm5NbUVZIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDM3MDg2MSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3VraHNhbGlicmFyeS5rb2hhLXB0ZnMuY28udWtcXFwvXCIsXCJpZFwiOlwiZTRiODdkYTIxZDZhNGZkYjgyN2YyYzA3ODJlMjFhYTlcIixcInVybF9pZHNcIjpbXCIwNGZmMmI1OWRjMGJmNTJjMmYxOGIzZmUzZGNmZTBlMGQ5ZGNkZGJkXCJdfSJ9&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7C14155160883f43c94d9608dc4c9963e0%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638469468955742698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=daXE8Si4oudRwa6WrNdaQkm5aub%2B4%2FnFXw%2B0w8f8rAc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransit.linexsystems.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F30370861%2Fukhsalibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk%3Fp%3DeyJzIjoiNVdjRzg5ZFdNU0Q3LXNBU2lnYlRWdm5NbUVZIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDM3MDg2MSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3VraHNhbGlicmFyeS5rb2hhLXB0ZnMuY28udWtcXFwvXCIsXCJpZFwiOlwiZTRiODdkYTIxZDZhNGZkYjgyN2YyYzA3ODJlMjFhYTlcIixcInVybF9pZHNcIjpbXCIwNGZmMmI1OWRjMGJmNTJjMmYxOGIzZmUzZGNmZTBlMGQ5ZGNkZGJkXCJdfSJ9&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7C14155160883f43c94d9608dc4c9963e0%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638469468955742698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=daXE8Si4oudRwa6WrNdaQkm5aub%2B4%2FnFXw%2B0w8f8rAc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:libraries@ukhsa.gov.uk?subject=Library%20enquiry
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransit.linexsystems.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F30370861%2Fukhsart.koha-ptfs.co.uk%3Fp%3DeyJzIjoiOHlwZHo4cWpINUhDaWRmYVhIS0ZnVkJJSlRZIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDM3MDg2MSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3VraHNhcnQua29oYS1wdGZzLmNvLnVrXFxcL1NlbGZTZXJ2aWNlXFxcL0NyZWF0ZS5odG1sP1F1ZXVlPTNcIixcImlkXCI6XCJlNGI4N2RhMjFkNmE0ZmRiODI3ZjJjMDc4MmUyMWFhOVwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcImU3NmJjZDViYTY4YTFkYzI0OGViMTdhZGMzMzljZGNhYTg4NTA5ZDFcIl19In0&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7C14155160883f43c94d9608dc4c9963e0%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638469468955742698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m4rmWDJ91gtuZxj9lxwHa6LL2%2BaVpkLLjAD7z%2BqPr48%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransit.linexsystems.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F30370861%2Fukhsart.koha-ptfs.co.uk%3Fp%3DeyJzIjoiOHlwZHo4cWpINUhDaWRmYVhIS0ZnVkJJSlRZIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDM3MDg2MSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3VraHNhcnQua29oYS1wdGZzLmNvLnVrXFxcL1NlbGZTZXJ2aWNlXFxcL0NyZWF0ZS5odG1sP1F1ZXVlPTNcIixcImlkXCI6XCJlNGI4N2RhMjFkNmE0ZmRiODI3ZjJjMDc4MmUyMWFhOVwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcImU3NmJjZDViYTY4YTFkYzI0OGViMTdhZGMzMzljZGNhYTg4NTA5ZDFcIl19In0&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7C14155160883f43c94d9608dc4c9963e0%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638469468955742698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m4rmWDJ91gtuZxj9lxwHa6LL2%2BaVpkLLjAD7z%2BqPr48%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransit.linexsystems.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F30370861%2Fukhsalibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk%3Fp%3DeyJzIjoiV3JHRUstNEx3WTFYU002MG5kUUxJRVltMlFzIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDM3MDg2MSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3VraHNhbGlicmFyeS5rb2hhLXB0ZnMuY28udWtcXFwvb3BlbmF0aGVuc1xcXC9cIixcImlkXCI6XCJlNGI4N2RhMjFkNmE0ZmRiODI3ZjJjMDc4MmUyMWFhOVwiLFwidXJsX2lkc1wiOltcIjE5ZTRiMDYwYWM5NjQ5ODJkYjFlMzRiMGU0MmE2MWQ1MGFiZDA2NmZcIl19In0&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7C14155160883f43c94d9608dc4c9963e0%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638469468955742698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yL0hlpdaaFSKT5T8BQIAyvQFyLCYghVn9hhju7St4gI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransit.linexsystems.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F30370861%2Fwww.hlisd.org%3Fp%3DeyJzIjoibEJIemZEUk1nY205R2lvNzhxa0U1RHVTMGJVIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDM3MDg2MSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3d3dy5obGlzZC5vcmdcXFwvXCIsXCJpZFwiOlwiZTRiODdkYTIxZDZhNGZkYjgyN2YyYzA3ODJlMjFhYTlcIixcInVybF9pZHNcIjpbXCIxYmFkZWVhOWQ0NGY0NWE1YzY4Yzg2N2Y4OTk4YzkwMGU2YjU2MWQ2XCJdfSJ9&data=05%7C02%7CCovid19.Dailyalerts%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7C14155160883f43c94d9608dc4c9963e0%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638469468955742698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=egvxuMx1Zg%2B%2BwzRNBKMkHtQyZwngdHv0bpETvRGisM4%3D&reserved=0


2 

• International Journal of Infectious Diseases - 7 

• Journal of Clinical Microbiology - 5 

• Journal of Hospital Infection - 6 

• Journal of Infection - 4 

• Journal of Infection Prevention - 3 

• Journal of Medical Microbiology - 4 

• Journal of Microbiology, Immunology and Infection - 1 

• Journal of Virology Current Issue - 12 

• Lancet: Infectious Diseases - 12 

• Microbiology and Molecular Biology Reviews: Current Issue - 1 

• Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) - 3 

• Nature Reviews Microbiology - Current Issue - 3 

• Scandinavian Journal of Infectious Diseases: Table of Contents - 4 

• Sexually Transmitted Infection Online First - 2 

UKHSA affiliated authors 

• UKHSA affiliated authors - 102 
 

   

  

Infection-related guidance 
 

   

  

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
 

  Communicable disease threats report, 17-23 March 2024, week 12  

22 Mar 2024 

This issue of the ECDC Communicable Disease Threats Report (CDTR) the period 17-23 
March 2024 and includes updates on SARS-CoV-2 variant classification, hepatitis A, 
pertussis, invasive Group A streptococcal infection, chikungunya, dengue, poliomyelitis, 
western equine encephalitis and cholera. 

  Multi-country outbreak of Salmonella Mbandaka ST413 linked to consumption of chicken 
meat products in the EU/EEA and the UK – first update  

21 Mar 2024 

A cross-border outbreak of Salmonella Mbandaka ST413 has been ongoing in the European 
Union/European Economic Area (EU/EEA) and the United Kingdom (UK) for over two years 
since September 2021. 

  The cascade-of-care for tuberculosis infection in low-incidence countries – a scoping review 
protocol  
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21 Mar 2024 

The purpose of this scoping review is to describe and summarise the rationale behind and 
methodological approaches used to conduct cascade-of-care analyses for TB infection in 
low-TB incidence countries. 

[back to top]  
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American Journal of Infection Control  
 

  Letter in response to the letter submitted by Warye et al (AAMI) criticizing the article by 
Sylvia Garcia-Houchins  

19 Mar 2024 

Dear Editors, 

  Table of Contents  

19 Mar 2024 

  APIC Masthead  

19 Mar 2024 

  In reference to: High-level disinfection, sterilization and hand hygiene: What do accreditation 
surveyors want to see?  

19 Mar 2024 

Patricia Stone, PhD. 

  Editorial Board  

19 Mar 2024 

  Information for Readers  

19 Mar 2024 

  Information for Authors  

19 Mar 2024 

  Unraveling the Epidemiology of Urinary Tract Infections in Neonates: Perspective from a 
Brazilian NICU  

18 Mar 2024 

Urinary tract infections (UTI) can lead to neonatal complications like sepsis, worsened by 
empirical treatment, contributing to antimicrobial resistance (AMR). This study examined the 
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incidence, etiology, risk factors, and antimicrobial susceptibility of uropathogens in a 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) in Brazil. 
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Laura Kolberg and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 526–534, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad615 Differentiating bacterial or viral etiology 
of febrile illness on initial presentation is challenging 

  Clinical Outcomes of Patients With Nontyphoidal Salmonella Infections by Isolate 
Resistance—Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance Network, 10 US Sites, 2004–2018  

20 Mar 2024 

Louise K Francois Watkins and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 535–543, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad631 This article investigates 
the association between antimicrobial resistance and clinical outcomes in US patients with 
Salmonella infections 

  Treatment for First Cytomegalovirus Infection Post–Hematopoietic Cell Transplant in the 
AURORA Trial: A Multicenter, Double-Blind, Randomized, Phase 3 Trial Comparing 
Maribavir With Valganciclovir  

20 Mar 2024 

Genovefa A Papanicolaou and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 562–572, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad709 Noninferiority of maribavir 
to valganciclovir was not met for the primary endpoint of CMV viremia clearance at study 
week 8 

  Clinical Impact of Multiplex Molecular Diagnostic Testing in Children With Acute 
Gastroenteritis Presenting to an Emergency Department: A Multicenter Prospective Study  

20 Mar 2024 

Andrew T Pavia and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 573–581, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad710 Limited data exist on the impact 
of sensitive multiplex molecular panels for gastroenteritis 

  Don’t Put Off Until Tomorrow What You Can Do Today: Hospital Admissions as an 
Opportunity to Treat Hepatitis C  

20 Mar 2024 

Sarah E Rowan and David L Wyles Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 591–593, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad712 Extract View article 

  SARS-CoV-2 Infection and Postacute Risk of Non–Coronavirus Disease 2019 Infectious 
Disease Hospitalizations: A Nationwide Cohort Study of Danish Adults Aged ≥50 Years  

20 Mar 2024 

Niklas Worm Andersson and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 603–612, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad531 In this nationwide register-
based cohort study of 2 430 694 Danish adults aged ≥50 years, we found no support for a 
persisting increased susceptibility to clinically significant non-COVID-19 infectious disease 
resulting in hospitalization following 

  Timing and Predictors of Loss of Infectivity Among Healthcare Workers With Mild Primary 
and Recurrent COVID-19: A Prospective Observational Cohort Study  

20 Mar 2024 

Stefania Dzieciolowska and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 613–624, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad535 Among 121 individuals 
with COVID-19, viral culture positivity decreased from 72% on day 5 of infection to 18% on 
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day 10. Predictors of loss of infectivity included a history of previous infection and a RT-PCR 
cycle threshold value >27 

  Early Mortality After the First Dose of COVID-19 Vaccination: A Target Trial Emulation  

20 Mar 2024 

Kevin W McConeghy and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 625–632, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad604 We conducted a target trial 
emulation to assess vaccine safety and risk of mortality in the 60 days after the first dose of 
coronavirus disease 2019 vaccination. All-cause risk of death in vaccinated versus no 
vaccination was similar up to day 60 

  Human Disease due to Mycobacterium bovis Linked to Free-Ranging Deer in Michigan  

20 Mar 2024 

James Sunstrum and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 637–645, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciae009 Mycobacterium bovis is endemic 
among free-ranging deer in northern lower Michigan, with spillover to cattle and now 
humans. Four recent human cases illustrate the need for enhanced mitigation measures 
using a One-Health approach 

  Low CD4 Count or Being Out of Care Increases the Risk for Mpox Hospitalization Among 
People With Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Mpox  

20 Mar 2024 

David C Philpott and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 651–654, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad482 Abstract View article 
Supplementary data 

  Evaluation of the 2023 Duke-ISCVID and 2023 Duke-ESC Clinical Criteria for the Diagnosis 
of Infective Endocarditis in a Multicenter Cohort of Patients With Staphylococcus aureus 
Bacteremia  

20 Mar 2024 

Matthaios Papadimitriou-Olivgeris and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 
3, 15 March 2024, Pages 655–662, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciae003 The 2023 Duke-ESC 
and Duke-ISCVID clinical criteria showed higher sensitivity (82% and 81%, respectively) 
compared to 2015 Duke-ESC (75%) for S. aureus endocarditis 

  Eyes Wide Shut: A Cohort Study Questioning the Role of Fundoscopy in Infective 
Endocarditis Diagnosis  

20 Mar 2024 

Elisavet Stavropoulou and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 663–666, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciae067 Fundoscopy among 
patients with suspected infective endocarditis detected ocular embolic events and Roth 
spots in 5% of episodes each but failed to substantially reclassify patients according to Duke 
criteria, suggesting that universal fundoscopy for 

  False-Reactive Fourth-Generation Human Immunodeficiency Virus Testing in Cancer 
Patients  

20 Mar 2024 

Chia-Yu Chiu and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 674–680, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad608 False-reactive human 
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immunodeficiency virus (HIV) test results occur in one-third of cancer patients, especially 
those who are female, aged >60 years, and treated with plant alkaloids 

  Two-Year Incidence and Cumulative Risk and Predictors of Anal High-Grade Squamous 
Intraepithelial Lesions (Anal Precancer) Among Women With Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus  

20 Mar 2024 

Elizabeth A Stier and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 681–689, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad614 Women with human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) have a high incidence of anal high-grade squamous 
intraepithelial lesions (HSIL) 

  Evolution of CD4 T-Cell Count With Age in a Cohort of Young People Growing Up With 
Perinatally Acquired Human Immunodeficiency Virus  

20 Mar 2024 

Hannah Castro and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 690–701, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad626 Young people with human 
immunodeficiency virus who started antiretroviral therapy before age 10 years and had a 
nadir CD4 z score <-4 in childhood, had a decline in CD4 count after age 10 steeper than 
that of the general population 

  Twice-Daily Dosing of Dolutegravir in Infants on Rifampicin Treatment: A Pharmacokinetic 
Substudy of the EMPIRICAL Trial  

20 Mar 2024 

Tom G Jacobs and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 702–710, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad656 Dolutegravir trough concentrations in 
plasma were adequate for infants with human immunodeficiency virus receiving dolutegravir 
twice daily with rifampicin following World Health Organization weight-band dosing 
recommendations and comparable to trough 

  Delayed Mortality Among Solid Organ Transplant Recipients Hospitalized for COVID-19  

20 Mar 2024 

Madeleine R Heldman and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 711–718, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciac159 Abstract View article 
Supplementary data 

  Recent Travel and Tuberculosis in Migrants: Data From a Low-Incidence Country  

20 Mar 2024 

Alvaro Schwalb and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 742–745, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad672 Abstract View article 
Supplementary data 

  Febrile Phase Soluble Urokinase Plasminogen Activator Receptor and Olfactomedin 4 as 
Prognostic Biomarkers for Severe Dengue in Adults  

20 Mar 2024 

Andrew Teo and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 788–796, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad637 Dengue cases are expected to increase 
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and can overwhelm healthcare facilities during outbreaks. Current acute phase biomarkers 
to predict severe dengue lack reliability 
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  Improving Sepsis Outcomes in the Era of Pay-for-Performance and Electronic Quality 
Measures: A Joint IDSA/ACEP/PIDS/SHEA/SHM/SIDP Position Paper  

20 Mar 2024 

Chanu Rhee and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 505–513, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad447 This multidisciplinary position paper 
describes why the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) should retire the 
Severe Sepsis/Septic Shock Management Bundle (SEP-1) measure rather than make it 
pay-for-performance and provides recommendations to improve 

  US Guidelines Fall Short on Short-Course Tuberculosis-Preventive Therapy  

20 Mar 2024 

Sonya Krishnan and Richard E Chaisson Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 
15 March 2024, Pages 514–517, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad659 Abstract View article 

  Brain Abscess Caused by Oral Cavity Bacteria: A Nationwide, Population-based Cohort 
Study  

20 Mar 2024 

Jacob Bodilsen and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 544–553, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad678 Brain abscess due to oral cavity 
bacteria often occurs in healthy individuals for unknown reasons with high risks of 
unfavorable outcome. Important prognostic factors include rupture of brain abscess and 
immunocompromise 

  Bartonella quintana Endocarditis: A Systematic Review of Individual Cases  

20 Mar 2024 

Carl Boodman and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 554–561, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad706 Bartonella quintana is a louse-borne 
cause of endocarditis with a global distribution, disproportionately affecting marginalized 
populations that experience diagnostic delays 

  Opportunistic Treatment of Hepatitis C Infection Among Hospitalized People Who Inject 
Drugs (OPPORTUNI-C): A Stepped Wedge Cluster Randomized Trial  

20 Mar 2024 

Håvard Midgard and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 582–590, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad711 Opportunistic HCV treatment 
among hospitalized people who inject drugs was superior to a referral-based standard of 
care in terms of treatment initiation and completion. The intervention was effective in all 
subgroups 

  Socioeconomic and Demographic Risk Factors for SARS-CoV-2 Seropositivity Among 
Healthcare Workers in a UK Hospital: A Prospective Cohort Study  

20 Mar 2024 

Tanya Lam and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 594–602, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad522 This London-based prospective cohort 
study demonstrated an increased risk of SARS-CoV-2 seropositivity in healthcare workers 
reporting difficulty accessing sick leave, living in overcrowded housing, and/or of Black 
ethnicity, highlighting the effect of 
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  Vaccine Effectiveness Against Pediatric Influenza-A–Associated Urgent Care, Emergency 
Department, and Hospital Encounters During the 2022–2023 Season: VISION Network  
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Katherine Adams and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 746–755, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad704 Among pediatric acute 
respiratory illness–associated encounters during the 2022–2023 influenza season, vaccine 
effectiveness was 48% (95% confidence interval [CI], 44–52%) against emergency 
department/urgent care encounters and 40% (95% CI, 6–61%) against 

  Pharmacokinetics and Optimal Dosing of Levofloxacin in Children for Drug-Resistant 
Tuberculosis: An Individual Patient Data Meta-Analysis  
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Yasmine N White and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 756–764, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciae024 Most children receiving 
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  Influenza Hospitalization Burden by Subtype, Age, Comorbidity, and Vaccination Status: 
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Sara Carazo and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 765–774, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad627 This hospital-based study involving 
systematic polymerase chain reaction testing over 7 seasons revealed important differences 
in influenza hospitalization risk by subtype, age, comorbidity, and vaccination status, 
highlighting the need for data-driven 

  Plasma Microbial Cell-Free DNA Sequencing in Immunocompromised Patients With 
Pneumonia: A Prospective Observational Study  
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Stephen P Bergin and others Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 775–784, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad599 In this prospective multicenter 
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microbial cell-free DNA sequencing exclusively identified an adjudicated pneumonia etiology 
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  Plasma Cell-Free DNA Metagenomic Sequencing: New Insights From the PICKUP Study  
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Kimberly E Hanson and Angela M Caliendo Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 
3, 15 March 2024, Pages 785–787, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciad600 Extract View article 

  Predictors of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 Infection: Is There a 
Comprehensive Analysis?  
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Wen Tang and Hong-Lin Chen Clinical Infectious Diseases, Volume 78, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Page 800, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciac099 Extract View article 
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Abstract Purpose This study aimed to investigate the prevalence and viral reactivations of 
clinical interest in the immunocompromised patient with particular focus on hematologic and 
solid organ transplant recipients. Methods Molecular screening data of CMV, EBV, JCV and 
BKV from 2011 to 2023 were analyzed 
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  A decade of neonatal sepsis in Stockholm, Sweden: Gram-positive pathogens were four 
times as common as Gram-negatives  

22 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose To assess Gram-positive bacterial (GPB) bloodstream infection (BSI) in 
neonates, covering incidence, morbidity, mortality, antimicrobial resistance patterns and 
biomarkers in Region Stockholm, Sweden between 2006 and 2016 

  Whole genome sequencing and molecular epidemiology of methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus isolated from patients with bacteraemia in Slovenia  

22 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose Data on the molecular epidemiology of methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus isolates from patients with bacteraemia in Slovenia are lacking. The 
aim of this study was to phenotypically and genotypically investigate 82 MRSA strains 
isolated from patients with bloodstream infections in central Slovenia between 2019 and 
2022 

  Salmonella infections in Denmark from 2013–2022 with focus on serotype distribution, 
invasiveness, age, sex, and travel exposition  

21 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose To analyze the nationwide incidence of Salmonella infections in Denmark 
from 2013 to 2022. Methods Confirmed cases of Salmonella enterica subsp. enterica were 
examined using the National Register of Enteric Pathogens during 2013–2022 

[back to top]  

   

  

Eurosurveillance latest updates  
 

  Characteristic SNPs defining the major multidrug-resistant Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
clusters identified by EuSeqMyTB to support routine surveillance, EU/EEA, 2017 to 2019  

21 Mar 2024 

Background The EUSeqMyTB project, conducted in 2020, used whole genome sequencing 
(WGS) for surveillance of drug-resistant Mycobacterium tuberculosis in the European 
Union/European Economic Area (EU/EEA) and identified 56 internationally clustered 
multidrug-resistant (MDR) tuberculosis (TB) clones 

  Prevalence estimates of tuberculosis infection in adults in Denmark: a retrospective 
nationwide register-based cross-sectional study, 2010 to 2018  

21 Mar 2024 

Background Tuberculosis (TB) elimination requires identifying and treating persons with TB 
infection (TBI). Aim We estimate the prevalence of positive interferon gamma release assay 
(IGRA) tests (including TB) and TBI (excluding TB) in Denmark based on TBI screening 
data from patients with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) or inflammatory rheumatic 
disease (IRD) 
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  Tuberculosis in people of Ukrainian origin in the European Union and the European 
Economic Area, 2019 to 2022  

21 Mar 2024 

Approximately five million Ukrainians were displaced to the EU/EEA following the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. While tuberculosis (TB) notification rates per 100,000 Ukrainians in the 
EU/EEA remained stable, the number of notified TB cases in Ukrainians increased almost 
fourfold (mean 2019–2021: 201; 2022: 780) 

  Authors’ correction for Euro Surveill. 2024;29(11)  

21 Mar 2024 

  Cost-effectiveness of active tuberculosis screening among high-risk populations in low 
tuberculosis incidence countries: a systematic review, 2008 to 2023  

21 Mar 2024 

Background In countries with a low TB incidence (≤ 10 cases/100,000 population), active 
pulmonary tuberculosis (PTB) mostly affects vulnerable populations with limited access to 
healthcare. Thus, passive case-finding systems may not be successful in detecting and 
treating cases and preventing further transmission. Active and cost-effective search 
strategies can overcome this problem 

[back to top]  

   

  

Infection  
 

  Assessing the current epidemiological status of SARS-CoV-2 and its potential evolution  

22 Mar 2024 

  Canonical notch activation in patients with scrub typhus: association with organ dysfunction 
and poor outcome  

19 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose The mechanisms that control inflammation in scrub typhus are not fully 
elucidated. The Notch pathways are important regulators of inflammation and infection, but 
have not been investigated in scrub typhus 

  Natural and hybrid immunity after SARS-CoV-2 infection in children and adolescents  

18 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose In contrast to adults, immune protection against SARS-CoV-2 in children 
and adolescents with natural or hybrid immunity is still poorly understood. The aim of this 
study was to analyze different immune compartments in different age groups and whether 
humoral immune reactions correlate with a cellular immune response 

[back to top]  
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Bacteria commonly adhere to surfaces and produce polymeric material to encase the 
attached cells to form communities called biofilms. Within these biofilms, bacteria can 
appear many times more resistant to antibiotics or disinfectants 

  Hand hygiene compliance in nursing home wards – the effect of increased accessibility of 
alcohol-based hand rub  

21 Mar 2024 

Elderly nursing home (NH) residents are vulnerable to infections due to age, weakened 
immune system and comorbidities. Furthermore, microorganisms are easily transmitted in 
shared facilities. Hand hygiene (HH) is considered one of the most important measures to 
prevent transmission 

  From Admission to Infection, A Time Period Analysis of the Pathogens in Healthcare-
Associated Infections  

21 Mar 2024 

Elaborating on the dynamics of hospital-acquired infections (HAIs) provides new insights for 
improving the more effective and targeted infection control measures (ICMs). The period 
from admission to the infection development (length to infection development; LID) is one of 
the parameters that may indicate the success of the prevention strategies. An interesting 
study by Stewart et al 

  Impact of different hand drying methods on surrounding environment: aerosolization of virus 
and bacteria and transference to surfaces  

21 Mar 2024 

In recent years, hand drying has been highlighted as a key step in appropriate hand hygiene 
(WHO 2009), as moisture on hands can increase transference of microorganisms from 
hands to surfaces and vice-versa. 

  ANTIBIOTIC MANAGEMENT PROGRAM IN A TERTIARY INTENSIVE CARE UNIT: 
INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF A CARBAPENEM-RESTRICTED PERIOD ON 
CLINICAL AND LABORATORY PARAMETERS AND COSTS OF INFECTIONS  

21 Mar 2024 

The aim of this study was to investigate the effects of the carbapenem-restricted 
antimicrobial stewardship program (ASP) on changes in the resistance profiles of infectious 
agents, the amount of antibiotics used, length of stay in the intensive care unit (ICU), 
mortality and costs. 

  Healthcare-associated carbapenem-resistant Klebsiella pneumoniae infections are 
associated with higher mortality compared to carbapenem-sensitive K. pneumoniae 
infections in the ICU: a retrospective cohort study  

19 Mar 2024 

We aimed to investigate the association between carbapenem resistance and the mortality 
rate, length of stay, and hospital cost in patients with Klebsiella pneumoniae infection. 
Methods: The retrospective cohort study was conducted in the intensive care units of a large 
teaching tertiary hospital in southwest China between 1st January 2020 and 31st December 
2022 
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for severe enterovirus infections1. We describe eight immunocompromised individuals who 
received antiviral combinations with novel and repurposed agents in UK (Table 1). 
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Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. BackgroundGlobal challenges arise from 
infectious diseases which represent significant challenges to the provision of healthcare, 
requiring efficient management procedures to limit transmission 
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Your Hands campaign: Promoting knowledge and capacity building on infection prevention 
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Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. The World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
World Hand Hygiene Day continues to “bring people together and accelerate hand hygiene 
action at the point of care in health care to contribute to a reduction in health care-
associated infections and the achievement of safer, quality health care for all.” 
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  Addressing infection prevention and control in Alabama through the long-term care strike 
team  

18 Mar 2024 

Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the lack 
of infection prevention and control (IPC) infrastructure among long-term care facilities 
(LTCFs) in the United States; the situation in Alabama is particularly dire with LTCFs 
receiving some of the lowest quality ratings in the country 
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Journal of Medical Microbiology  
 

  Listeria monocytogenes: the silent assassin  

20 Mar 2024 

Listeriosis is a foodborne infection in humans caused by Listeria monocytogenes. 
Consumption of contaminated food can lead to severe infection in vulnerable patients, that 
can be fatal. Clinical manifestations include sepsis and meningitis, and in pregnancy-
associated infection, miscarriage and stillbirth 

  In vitro and in silico assessment of anti-biofilm and anti-quorum sensing properties of 2,4-Di-
tert butylphenol against Acinetobacter baumannii  

20 Mar 2024 

Introduction. Acinetobacter baumannii is a nosocomial pathogen with a high potential to 
cause food-borne infections. It is designated as a critical pathogen by the World Health 
Organization due to its multi-drug resistance and mortalities reported. Biofilm governs major 
virulence factors, which promotes drug resistance in A. baumannii 

  Delays to treatment initiation and emergence of drug resistance among new adult 
tuberculosis patients in Tigray, Northern Ethiopia  

20 Mar 2024 

Introduction. Studies in Ethiopia have indicated that tuberculosis (TB) patient’s elapsed a 
long time before initiating treatment. Gap Statement. However, there is very limited 
evidence on the association of treatment initiation delay with drug resistance. Research Aim 

  Performance of metagenomic next-generation sequencing in cerebrospinal fluid for 
diagnosis of tuberculous meningitis  

20 Mar 2024 

Purpose. Metagenomic next-generation sequencing (mNGS) has been widely used in the 
diagnosis of infectious diseases, while its performance in diagnosis of tuberculous 
meningitis (TBM) is incompletely characterized. The aim of this study was to assess the 
performance of mNGS in the diagnosis of TBM, and illustrate the sensitivity and specificity 
of different methods. Methods 

[back to top]  
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  Semen enhances transmitted/founder HIV-1 infection and only marginally reduces antiviral 
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  [Obituary] Neal Steigbigel  

21 Mar 2024 

Renowned US-based infectious disease specialist, passed away on Jan 13, 2024, aged 89 
years. 

  [Profile] Dorothy Yeboah-Manu—developing TB expertise in Ghana  

21 Mar 2024 

Dorothy Yeboah-Manu has made it her career's mission to develop the expertise in 
tuberculosis and Buruli ulcer that her home nation of Ghana desperately needed. The 
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youngest of six children, she grew up in the Eastern Region of Ghana and developed an 
interest in science and technology thanks to her much older brother studying engineering 

  [Newsdesk] New candidate to combat drug-resistant bacteria  

21 Mar 2024 

A candidate antibiotic showed promising activity against carbapenem-resistant 
Acinetobacter baumannii, a WHO priority pathogen, in preclinical studies. Sanjeet Bagcchi 
reports. 

  [Newsdesk] Zero-Dose Immunization Programme reaches milestone  

21 Mar 2024 

On Feb 18, 2024, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance announced that a child in South Sudan had 
received the 1 millionth dose of vaccine administered through its ZIP initiative. Talha Burki 
reports. 

  [Newsdesk] A new global health hub in Germany  

21 Mar 2024 

The Charité Center for Global Health, established in Berlin, Germany, last year, has 
ambitious plans to tackle global health challenges. Udani Samarasekera reports. 

  [Newsdesk] Infectious diseases surveillance update  

21 Mar 2024 

On Feb 29, 2024, health authorities in Warrap State, South Sudan, declared an outbreak of 
hepatitis E. The outbreak was declared after a 3-year-old girl from Twic County tested 
positive for hepatitis E. Response activities are taking place, including health education and 
provision of safe drinking water 

  [Clinical Picture] Renal infarction secondary to Aspergillus spp. embolism following COVID-
19  

21 Mar 2024 

A 72-year-old man, previously diagnosed with hypertension, hypothyroidism, and chronic 
lymphocytic leukaemia (treated with regular use of ibrutinib for 8 years), presented at the 
emergency room with an 8-day history of flu-like symptoms, dyspnoea, and desaturation. At 
that time, COVID-19 was diagnosed with RT-PCR 

  [Editorial] Writing and reviewing for us in AI times  

21 Mar 2024 

The launch of ChatGPT in November 2022 caused a lot of excitement, but also trepidation, 
about the potential use or abuse of the tool, including in scientific and medical publishing. 
Would this artificial intelligence (AI) tool, and/or other applications based on large language 
models (LLMs), help researchers, peer reviewers, editors, and publishers deal with the ever 
increasing need to write, 

  [Media Watch] Mister Stethoscope  

21 Mar 2024 

“Mister Stethoscope”. No, it is not a nickname by which friends fondly call a medical student 
or a medic. It is the title of a puppet show that hogs the limelight these days among young 
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audiences in Albania. The puppet show combines artistry and imagination with public health 
promotion related to vaccination and attracts children and their parents. 

  [Profile] Alemnew Dagnew—developing a new TB vaccine  

21 Mar 2024 

Born and raised in a small Ethiopian town now called Alem Ber (previously called Amed 
Ber), Alemnew Fitayehu Dagnew had to leave his parents at an early age to attend middle 
and high school in Woreta, a nearby town. Alem Ber had only a primary school and 
Dagnew's parents had not been educated in “modern schools” 

  [Newsdesk] Research in brief  

21 Mar 2024 

Researchers have elucidated a potential mechanism underlying the risk of thrombosis in 
COVID-19. In the study, thrombosis risk was linked to a gut microbial metabolite called 2-
methylbutyrylcarnitine (2MBC), which belongs to a class of compounds known as short 
branched-chain acylcarnitines that are associated with metabolic disorders 

  [Newsdesk] Updated criteria for paediatric sepsis and septic shock  

21 Mar 2024 

Criteria for identifying sepsis and septic shock in children aged up to 17 years have been 
updated for the first time in nearly 20 years. Priya Venkatesan reports. 
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Microbiology and Molecular Biology Reviews: Current Issue  
 

  Insights into the enigma of oral streptococci in carcinogenesis  

20 Mar 2024 

Microbiology and Molecular Biology Reviews, Ahead of Print. 
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Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)  
 

  Surveillance for Coccidioidomycosis, Histoplasmosis, and Blastomycosis During the COVID-
19 Pandemic - United States, 2019-2021  

21 Mar 2024 

This report describes trends in coccidioidomycosis, histoplasmosis, and blastomycosis 
cases during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  Tuberculosis Preventive Treatment Update - U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief, 36 Countries, 2016-2023  
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21 Mar 2024 

This report describes trends in the initiation and completion of preventive treatment for 
tuberculosis in people with HIV through PEPFAR-supported programs. 

  Notes from the Field: Expanded Laboratory Testing for Varicella - Minnesota, 2016-2023  

21 Mar 2024 

This report describes expanded laboratory testing for varicella by the Minnesota Department 
of Health. 
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Nature Reviews Microbiology - Current Issue  
 

  Drug-resistant tuberculosis: a persistent global health concern  

22 Mar 2024 

Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 22 March 2024; doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01025-1 In this Review, Pai and colleagues examine the global landscape of drug-resistant 
tuberculosis, exploring its epidemiology, causes, risk factors, stigma and associated mental 
health burden as well as discussing the most recent developments in diagnostics, treatment 
and preventive regimens. 

  Antimicrobial treatment and resistance in sexually transmitted bacterial infections  

20 Mar 2024 

Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 20 March 2024; doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01023-3 In the Review, we focus on the epidemiology of, the treatment options for and the 
emergence of antimicrobial resistance in Neisseria gonorrhoeae and Mycoplasma 
genitalium, but we also briefly discuss Chlamydia trachomatis and Treponema pallidum . 

  Drosophila sperm sabotage by Wolbachia prophage  

19 Mar 2024 

Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 19 March 2024; doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01042-0 This study reports a mechanism whereby Wolbachia bacteriophage proteins 
modulate macromolecules of developing Drosophila melanogaster. 
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  The emergence of Alaskapox: exploring an unprecedented viral threat and implications for 
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Author Names: Kelly C,Mathew S,Petrova M,Shafi S,Nicholls M,Dar O,Mendis J,de 
Lusignan S,Hendy J,Ala A Database Source: Ovid MEDLINE(R) Daily Update <March 19, 
2024> Journal Title: Clinical Medicine Article Title: Exploring awareness and prevalence of 
chronic viral hepatitis in a UK based Nepali population - lessons learned for future models in 
engaging migrant communities 

  Disparities in COVID-19 mortality amongst the immunosuppressed: A systematic review and 
meta-analysis for enhanced disease surveillance.  

20 Mar 2024 

Author Names: Leston M,Elson W,Ordonez-Mena JM,Kar D,Whitaker H,Joy M,Roberts 
N,Hobbs FDR,de Lusignan S Database Source: Ovid MEDLINE(R) Daily Update <March 
19, 2024> Journal Title: Journal of Infection Article Title: Disparities in COVID-19 mortality 
amongst the immunosuppressed: A systematic review and meta-analysis for enhanced 
disease surveillance 

  The reproduction number and its probability distribution for stochastic viral dynamics.  

20 Mar 2024 

Author Names: Williams B,Carruthers J,Gillard JJ,Lythe G,Perelson AS,Ribeiro RM,Molina-
Paris C,Lopez-Garcia M Database Source: Ovid MEDLINE(R) Daily Update <March 19, 
2024> Journal Title: Journal of the Royal Society Interface Article Title: The reproduction 
number and its probability distribution for stochastic viral dynamics 
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