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Infection Current Awareness Update 

18/03/2024 

 

Welcome to the weekly Infection Current Awareness Update (ICAU), produced by UKHSA 
Knowledge and Library Services. The purpose of this update is to provide you with the latest, 
best evidence about infection, to help you make informed decisions. 

If you have any queries, please contact us at libraries@ukhsa.gov.uk, and if you would like 
to request a literature search, please use the Knowledge and Library Services Enquiries 
Portal. 
 
Please note that not all the articles and resources referred to in this alert are freely available. 
Some articles may require an Athens username and password. For further information on 
Athens accounts please visit here. If you are not eligible to access our library services, then 
you may want to approach your local NHS library service. 

   

We do not accept responsibility for the availability or reliability of the items of content 
included in this alert and their inclusion is not an endorsement of any views that may 

be expressed. 
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COVID-19 related research 
 

   

  

COVID-19 infection  
 

  [Comment] Excess vaccine-preventable disease mortality due to COVID-19  

12 Mar 2024 

January, 2024, started with warnings about measles outbreaks in the UK and the USA, 
which followed poliovirus outbreaks in London and New York during 2022–231 and reports 
of other consequences of reduced immunisation coverage for vaccine-preventable diseases 
in countries with historically high overall immunisation coverage 

[back to top]  
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Infection-related guidance 
 

   

  

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
 

  Healthcare-associated infections acquired in intensive care units - Annual Epidemiological 
Report for 2020  

15 Mar 2024 

In 2020, 11 124 (12.7%) of patients staying in an intensive care unit (ICU) for more than two 
days presented with at least one ICU-acquired healthcare-associated infection (HAI) under 
surveillance (pneumonia, bloodstream infection, or urinary tract infection). 

[back to top]  

   

  

Infection-related journals 
 

   

  

American Journal of Infection Control  
 

  “We could have used a lot more of this before…”: A Qualitative Study Understanding 
barriers and facilitators to implementing a Provincial PPE Safety Coach Program during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

14 Mar 2024 

A Provincial PPE Safety Coach Program was introduced to support appropriate use of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) by healthcare workers. The objective was to 
understand barriers and facilitators to implementation. 

  Assisting the infection preventionist: Use of artificial intelligence for health care–associated 
infection surveillance  

13 Mar 2024 

Health care–associated infection (HAI) surveillance is vital for safety in health care settings. 
It helps identify infection risk factors, enhancing patient safety and quality improvement. 
However, HAI surveillance is complex, demanding specialized knowledge and resources 

[back to top]  

   

  

Clinical Infectious Diseases - Advance Access  
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Candida krusei (now Pichia kudriavzevii) ATCC 6258, Candida albicans ATCC 90028, and 
18 clinical isolates using the broth microdilution 

  Increase in the incidence of invasive fungal infections due to Volvariella Volvacea  

12 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose: We aimed to show the increasing incidence of invasive fungal infections 
due to Volvariella Volvacea in patients with immunosuppression. Methods: We present a 
case of an invasive fungal infection caused by Volvariella volvacea, and summarize the 
clinical and pathological features based on this case and a review of the literature 

  Unmasking Bartonella henselae infection in the shadows of long COVID thanks to clinical 
metagenomics  

12 Mar 2024 

Abstract The diagnosis of long COVID often relies on symptoms post-COVID-19, 
occasionally lacking biological evidence. This case study illustrates how investigating long 
COVID uncovered an underlying bartonellosis through clinical metagenomics. Following 
mild COVID-19, a 26-year-old woman experienced persistent symptoms during 5 months, 
including axillary adenopathy 

  Human Campylobacter spp. infections in Italy  

12 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose Campylobacter is a frequent cause of enteric infections with common 
antimicrobial resistance issues. The most recent reports of campylobacteriosis in Italy 
include data from 2013 to 2016. We aimed to provide national epidemiological and 
microbiological data on human Campylobacter infections in Italy during the period 2017–
2021 

  Host-parasite interaction in severe and uncomplicated malaria infection in ghanaian children  

12 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose During malarial infection, both parasites and host red blood cells (RBCs) 
come under severe oxidative stress due to the production of free radicals. The host system 
responds in protecting the RBCs against the oxidative damage caused by these free 
radicals by producing antioxidants 

  Association of scrub typhus with the risk of venous thromboembolism and long-term 
mortality: a population-based cohort study  

12 Mar 2024 

Abstract Background The existing literature lacks studies examining the epidemiological link 
between scrub typhus and deep vein thrombosis (DVT) or pulmonary embolism (PE), and 
the long-term outcomes. The objective of this study is to explore the potential association 
between scrub typhus and the subsequent risk of venous thromboembolism, and long-term 
mortality 

  Does selective digestive decontamination (SDD) increase antibiotic resistance? Long-term 
comparison of two intensive care units (with and without SDD) of the same tertiary hospital  

09 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose The aim of this study was to to compare the antimicrobial resistance rate 
and its relationship with the antibiotic consumption in two separate Intensive Care Units 
(ICUs) of the same hospital, one with and other without selective decontamination of the 
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digestive tract (SDD). Methods We performed a retrospective study in the two ICUs of the 
Araba University Hospital 

  Carbapenem or new β-lactam-β-lactamase inhibitors? An Italian survey supported by SITA, 
SIMIT and SIAARTI to identify the factors affecting empiric antimicrobial therapy choice in 
real-life clinical practice  

08 Mar 2024 

Abstract While a tailored antibiotic treatment plan is often straightforward, what we often 
observe in daily clinical practice is a highly variable approach when defining empirical 
therapy. Specifically, a debate exists on preference to spare the new β-lactams and β-
lactamase inhibitors (BL-BLIs) or to apply a carbapenem-sparing strategy first 

  Intraventricular or intrathecal polymyxin B for treatment of post-neurosurgical intracranial 
infection caused by carbapenem-resistant gram-negative bacteria: a 8-year retrospective 
study  

05 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose Post-neurosurgical intracranial infection caused by carbapenem-resistant 
gram-negative bacteria (CRGNB) is a life-threatening complication. This study aimed to 
assess the current practices and clinical outcomes of intravenous (IV) combined with 
intraventricular (IVT)/intrathecal (ITH) polymyxin B in treating CRGNB intracranial infection 

  Hybrid capture shotgun sequencing detected unexpected viruses in the cerebrospinal fluid 
of children with acute meningitis and encephalitis  

04 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose Investigation of undiagnosed cases of infectious neurological diseases, 
especially in the paediatric population, remains a challenge. This study aimed to enhance 
understanding of viruses in CSF from children with clinically diagnosed meningitis and/or 
encephalitis (M/ME) of unknown aetiology using shotgun sequencing enhanced by hybrid 
capture (HCSS) 

[back to top]  

   

  

Eurosurveillance latest updates  
 

  Surveillance of infections of surgical sites and lower respiratory tracts should be combined: 
experiences from the German surveillance module for operated patients (OP-KISS), 2018 to 
2022  

14 Mar 2024 

Background Surveillance of lower respiratory tract infections (LRTI) of operated patients 
conventionally focuses on intubated patients in intensive care units (ICU). Post-operative 
immobilisation increases the risk of LRTI not associated with ventilators. Operated patients, 
however, have thus far not been a primary target for LRTI surveillance 

  High proportion of post-migration HIV acquisition in migrant men who have sex with men 
receiving HIV care in the Paris region, and associations with social disadvantage and sexual 
behaviours: results of the ANRS-MIE GANYMEDE study, France, 2021 to 2022  
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Background Some migrant men who have sex with men (MSM) acquire HIV in France. Aims 
We investigated, in migrant MSM receiving HIV care in France, the (i) rate of post-migration-
HIV acquisition in France, (ii) delay between arrival and HIV acquisition and (iii) factors 
affecting HIV acquisition within 1 year after migration 

  Regional dissemination of NDM-1 producing Enterobacter hormaechei ST1740, with a 
subset of strains co-producing VIM-4 or IMP-13, France, 2019 to 2022  

14 Mar 2024 

Background From 2019 to 2022, the French National Reference Centre for Antibiotic 
Resistance (NRC) received a total of 25 isolates of Enterobacter hormaechei subsp. 
hoffmannii sequence type (ST)1740. All produced metallo-β-lactamase(s) and were from the 
Lyon area. Aim To understand these strains’ spread and evolution, more extended 
microbiological and molecular analyses were conducted 

  Ongoing mpox outbreak in Kamituga, South Kivu province, associated with monkeypox 
virus of a novel Clade I sub-lineage, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2024  

14 Mar 2024 

Since the beginning of 2023, the number of people with suspected monkeypox virus 
(MPXV) infection have sharply increased in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 
We report near-to-complete MPXV genome sequences derived from six cases from the 
South Kivu province. Phylogenetic analyses reveal that the MPXV affecting the cases 
belongs to a novel Clade I sub-lineage 

[back to top]  

   

  

Infection  
 

  Incidence and risk factors for HIV-tuberculosis coinfection in the Cologne–Bonn region: a 
retrospective cohort study  

16 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose The risk of developing active tuberculosis (TB) is considerably increased 
in people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWH). However, incidence of HIV/TB coinfection is difficult 
to assess as surveillance data are lacking in many countries. Here, we aimed to perform a 
quantitative analysis of HIV/TB coinfections within the Cologne/Bonn HIV cohort and to 
determine risk factors for active TB 

  ‘Lesion on the back of the hand in a hematopoietic stem cell transplant recipient’  

15 Mar 2024 

  Haemophilus influenzae endocarditis: a case report and literature review  

15 Mar 2024 

Abstract Introduction Haemophilus influenzae (HI) is an exceedingly rare cause of infective 
endocarditis (IE). Case Presentation/Methods We present a case of a 90-year-old female 
diagnosed with HI-IE involving the native tricuspid valve in the absence of traditional risk 
factors for right-sided endocarditis 
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  COVID-19 outbreak among employees of a German hospital: risk factor analysis based on a 
follow-up questionnaire and seroprevalence  

15 Mar 2024 

Abstract Background The Co-FriSero study describes a COVID-19 outbreak at the 
Friedrichroda hospital in Thuringia, Germany, with 185 beds and 404 employees, at the 
onset of the pandemic between March 30th, 2020, and April 13th, 2020. This study aimed to 
analyze potential sources of SARS-CoV-2 transmission amongst hospital employees 

  Incidence of invasive infections with Group B streptococcus in adults in Norway 1996–2019: 
a nationwide registry-based case–control study  

14 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose Group B streptococcus (GBS) colonizes the gastrointestinal and vaginal 
mucosa in healthy adults, but has also become an increasing cause of invasive infection. 
The aims of this study were to describe the incidence and factors associated with the 
occurrence of invasive GBS disease in adults in Norway 

  Tularemia on the rise in Switzerland? A one health approach is needed!  

14 Mar 2024 

Abstract In the last 10 years, an increase in tularemia cases has been observed in both 
humans and animals in Switzerland. In these, infection with Francisella tularensis, the 
causative agent of the zoonotic disease tularemia, can occur through arthropod vectors or 
contact to infected animals or exposure to contaminated environmental sources 

  Post COVID-19 vaccination medium vessel vasculitis: a systematic review of case reports  

14 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose Vaccinations are essential in minimizing the effects of global health crises 
including COVID-19 pandemic. This study investigates the potential association between 
COVID-19 vaccination and the occurrence of medium vessel vasculitis. Methods Several 
databases were utilized to conduct a comprehensive literature review 

  Outpatient parenteral antimicrobial therapy (OPAT) in Germany: insights and clinical 
outcomes from the K-APAT cohort study  

13 Mar 2024 

Abstract Purpose Outpatient parenteral antimicrobial therapy (OPAT) offers several key 
advantages, including enhanced patient quality of life, reduced healthcare costs, and a 
potential reduction of nosocomial infections. It is acknowledged for its safety and 
effectiveness. This study provides the first systematic clinical data for Germany, where 
OPAT has not yet been widely adopted 

  Paederus dermatitis  

13 Mar 2024 

  Connecting the dots: spots on the skin, weakness within  

13 Mar 2024 

  No increased rates of COVID-19 breakthrough infections in Altötting, a Bavarian district with 
a history of environmental PFOA contamination—results from a retrospective observational 
study  
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the effectiveness of various hand hygiene interventions conducted across the League of 
Arab states, identify gaps in the existing literature, and propose areas for future research 
and intervention development 

  The impact of discontinuing single-room isolation of patients with vancomycin-resistant 
enterococci: a quasi-experimental single-center study in South Korea  

14 Mar 2024 

There is limited data on the effects of discontinuing single-room isolation while maintaining 
contact precautions, such as the use of gowns and gloves. In April 2021, our hospital 
ceased single-room isolation for patients with VRE because of single-room unavailability 

  Virucidal activity of a plant-oil-based oral rinse against respiratory viruses  

13 Mar 2024 

Respiratory viruses have been reported to infect the salivary glands and the throat, which 
are potential reservoirs for virus replication and transmission. Therefore, strategies to 
reduce the amount of infective virus particles in the oral mucous membranes could lower the 
risk of transmission 

  A predictive score for the result of Carbapenem-Resistant Enterobacteriaceae and 
Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococci screening  

13 Mar 2024 

The duration of extensively drug-resistant bacteria (XDR) carriage depends on several 
factors for which the information can be difficult to recover. We aimed to determine whether 
past screening and clinical results of patients can predict the results of subsequent 
screening. In total, 256 patients were retrospectively included from 10 healthcare centres in 
France from January 2014 to January 2022 

  Hospital-acquired bloodstream infections in cancer patients: current knowledge and future 
directions  

12 Mar 2024 

Cancer patients experience higher rates of preventable harm from hospital acquired 
bloodstream infection (haBSI) and central line associated bloodstream infections (CLABSI) 
than the general hospital population. Prevention of haBSI and CLABSI in cancer patients is 
an urgent priority and requires standardised surveillance and reporting efforts 

[back to top]  
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  Strong cross immune responses against sarbecoviruses but not merbecoviruses in SARS-
CoV-2 BA.5/BF.7-infected individuals with or without inactivated COVID-19 vaccination  

12 Mar 2024 

Dear Editor, 

  COVID-19 Mortality Amongst the Immunosuppresed  
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Dear Editor, 
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  Hepatitis B and hepatitis C testing practices and observed seroconversions among dialysis 
facilities in Georgia  

16 Mar 2024 

Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. BackgroundIndividuals receiving 
hemodialysis for end-stage kidney disease are at increased risk of infection with hepatitis C 
virus (HCV) and hepatitis B virus (HBV) due to regular and frequent receipt of invasive 
medical treatment in a shared space 

  Genotypic and phenotypic characterization of determinants that mediate antimicrobial 
resistance in Escherichia coli strains of clinical origin in South-Western Nigeria  

15 Mar 2024 

Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. BackgroundMultidrug resistant bacterial 
pathogens employ different mechanisms in evading the action of antibiotics. Multidrug 
resistance is wide spread among strains of Escherichia coli implicated in several infections 
including urinary tract infections, gastrointestinal infections, meningitis and bacteraemia 

  Impact of water quality on reprocessing equipment: Assessment of neurosurgical 
instruments cleaning and biofilm formation in hospital pipes  

15 Mar 2024 

Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. BackgroundThe presence of contamination 
and microorganisms at any stage of processing renders a method unsafe, leading to a high 
risk of cross-transmission and cross-infection.ObjectiveThe objective of this study was to 
assess the cleaning quality of aspirator instruments used in neurosurgical procedures 

  Preventive health behaviour differences across racial groups during the early stages of 
COVID-19  

14 Mar 2024 

Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. BackgroundThroughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, the practice of preventative health behaviours had been used disparately across 
different racial groups. This study seeks to identify any differences in preventative health 
behaviours across racial groups, controlling for other socio-demographic factors 

  An exploration of sharps injuries within healthcare students at a UK university  

14 Mar 2024 

Journal of Infection Prevention, Ahead of Print. BackgroundThere is evidence available 
worldwide that nursing, medical and dental students sustain sharps injuries during their 
programmes of study. However, there is lack of evidence and research relating to the many 
students of other healthcare professions who may encounter sharps instruments 
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bivalent vaccine provided early additional protection against Omicron-related symptomatic 
COVID-19 among immunocompetent individuals aged ≥5 years when BA.4/5 and XBB-
related sublineages were circulating 

  Detection and Clearance of Type-Specific and Phylogenetically Related Genital Human 
Papillomavirus Infections in Young Women in New Heterosexual Relationships  

14 Mar 2024 

Andrew W Arthur and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 691–706, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad450 Using rates and Kaplan-
Meier analyses, we characterized the natural history of human papillomavirus (HPV) 
infections in college-age women in new heterosexual relationships 

  Racial and Ethnic Identity and Vulnerability to Upper Respiratory Viral Infections Among US 
Children  

14 Mar 2024 

Darlene Bhavnani and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 719–727, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad459 As compared with White 
children, Black and Mexican American children were more likely to have an upper 
respiratory infection, suggesting that there are racial and ethnic disparities in the risk of 
becoming infected 

  Subclinical Atherosclerosis Across the Menopausal Transition in Women With and Without 
HIV  

14 Mar 2024 

Brandilyn A Peters and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 780–785, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad488 Among women with HIV, 
longitudinal progression of carotid artery intima-media thickness was accelerated during the 
menopausal transition compared to the pre- or postmenopause periods, suggesting 
menopause may accelerate subclinical 

  Characterization of “Off-Target” Immune Modulation Induced by Live Attenuated Yellow 
Fever Vaccine  

14 Mar 2024 

J Xiang and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 786–794, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad086 Live attenuated vaccines 
induce beneficial clinical outcomes, thought to be due to immune modulation. After yellow 
fever virus vaccination, we observed a reduction in T-cell receptor signaling 

  RTS,S/AS02A Malaria Vaccine-Induced IgG Responses Equally Recognize Native-Like 
Fucosylated and Nonfucosylated Plasmodium falciparum Circumsporozoite Proteins  

14 Mar 2024 

Chenjerai Jairoce and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 795–799, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad471 The RTS,S/AS02A 
malaria vaccine, in which the Plamodium falciparum circumsporozoite protein is not 
fucosylated, induces IgG antibodies that equally recognize nonfucosylated and native-like 
fucosylated target antigens, suggesting that 

  Time Scales of Human Mpox Transmission in The Netherlands  

14 Mar 2024 
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Fuminari Miura and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 800–804, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad091 Exposure histories of 
109 pairs of mpox cases in the Netherlands were investigated. We identified 34 pairs where 
transmission was likely and the infectee reported a single potential infector with a mean 
serial interval of 10.1 days 

  Impact of Supplementary Immunization Activities using Novel Oral Polio Vaccine Type 2 
during a Large outbreak of Circulating Vaccine-Derived Poliovirus in Nigeria  

14 Mar 2024 

Arend Voorman and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 805–812, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad222 Using a bayesian time-
series susceptible-infectious-recovered model, we evaluated novel oral poliovirus vaccine 
type 2 (OPV2) in Nigeria and found the impact on disease transmission comparable to that 
previously achieved with monovalent OPV2 

  Prediction Models for Adverse Drug Reactions During Tuberculosis Treatment in Brazil  

14 Mar 2024 

Felipe Ridolfi and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 813–823, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiae025 Adverse drug reactions (ADRs) 
can impact tuberculosis (TB) treatment tolerability 

  Changes in Inflammatory Cytokine Levels in Rectal Mucosa Associated With Neisseria 
gonorrheae and/or Chlamydia trachomatis Infection and Treatment Among Men Who Have 
Sex With Men in Lima, Peru  

14 Mar 2024 

Jesse L Clark and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 845–854, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad349 Rectal infection with 
Neisseria gonorrheae and/or Chlamydia trachomatis is associated with a transient elevation 
in levels of inflammatory cytokines in rectal mucosa that resolves following antibiotic 
treatment 

  Genomic Epidemiology of Treponema pallidum and Circulation of Strains With Diminished 
tprK Antigen Variation Capability in Seattle, 2021–2022  

14 Mar 2024 

Nicole A P Lieberman and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 
15 March 2024, Pages 866–875, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad368 Using a novel end-to-
end workflow for genomic surveillance of Treponema pallidum from remnant Aptima swab 
specimens, we report universal genotypic azithromycin resistance and find circulating T 

  Reply to Finsterer  

14 Mar 2024 

Nelly Kanberg and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 920–921, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad549 Extract View article 

  Plasma Human Immunodeficiency Virus 1 Soluble Glycoprotein 120 Association With 
Correlates of Immune Dysfunction and Inflammation in Antiretroviral Therapy–Treated 
Individuals With Undetectable Viremia  

14 Mar 2024 
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Mehdi Benlarbi and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 763–774, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad503 Soluble glycoprotein 120 
(sgp120) is detected in the plasma of people living with HIV-1 with undetectable viremia 

  Hepatitis C Treatment in People With HIV: Potential to Eliminate Disease and Disparity  

14 Mar 2024 

Oluwaseun Falade-Nwulia and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, 
Issue 3, 15 March 2024, Pages 775–779, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad433 Among 3755 
people with HIV, availability of direct acting antivirals (DAA) was associated with a reduction 
in HCV viremia prevalence from 36% in 2009 (pre-DAA era) to 2% in 2021 (DAA era) and 
changes in characteristics associated with HCV 

  Circulating Biomarkers, Fraction of Exhaled Nitric Oxide, and Lung Function in Patients With 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Tuberculosis  

14 Mar 2024 

Pholo Maenetje and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 824–832, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad232 We followed newly 
diagnosed TB/HIV adults for 48 weeks from ART initiation and found the level of their 
inflammatory biomarkers such as IL-6 and VEGF was decreased and the fraction of exhaled 
nitric oxide (FeNO) was improved as treated 

  The Identification of Enteric Fever-Specific Antigens for Population-Based Serosurveillance  

14 Mar 2024 

Elli Mylona and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 833–844, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad242 Poor enteric fever diagnostics 
limit our ability to estimate disease burden, which hinders vaccine introduction. We identified 
several protein and polysaccharide antigens that offer evidence of exposure and can aid 
serosurveillance studies 

  Neuropeptide Calcitonin Gene-Related Peptide Promotes Immune Homeostasis of Bacterial 
Meningitis by Inducing Major Histocompatibility Complex Class II Ubiquitination  

14 Mar 2024 

Yuxiang Li and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 855–865, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad358 Calcitonin gene-related peptide 
(CGRP) induces MHC-II ubiquitination in macrophages via the E3 ligase MARCH1 and then 
inhibits activation of CD4+ T cells. As a result, CGRP attenuates the cytokine storm and 
protects mice from bacterial meningitis 

  Homodimeric Granzyme A Opsonizes Mycobacterium tuberculosis and Inhibits Its 
Intracellular Growth in Human Monocytes via Toll-Like Receptor 4 and CD14  

14 Mar 2024 

Valerio Rasi and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 876–887, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad378 GzmA is protective against 
tuberculosis, a major human disease 

  The Cyclooxygenase 2 Inhibitor Etoricoxib as Adjunctive Therapy in Tuberculosis Impairs 
Macrophage Control of Mycobacterial Growth  

14 Mar 2024 
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Kristin G Nore and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 888–897, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad390 The study investigated 
the antimycobacterial capacity of macrophages from patients with tuberculosis in a phase 
1/2 randomized clinical trial of the cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitor etoricoxib 

  Gut Microbiota Alterations and Circulating Imidazole Propionate Levels Are Associated With 
Obstructive Coronary Artery Disease in People With HIV  

14 Mar 2024 

Marius Trøseid and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 898–907, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad604 In people with HIV, 
obstructive coronary artery disease is associated with altered gut microbiota composition 
and higher levels of imidazole propionate, a microbiota-dependent metabolite. Abstract View 
article Supplementary data 

  Differential Effects of Two Common Antiparasitics on Microbiota Resilience  

14 Mar 2024 

Margaret L Doolin and M Denise Dearing The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, 
Issue 3, 15 March 2024, Pages 908–917, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad547 The 
antiprotozoal metronidazole significantly depleted parasite-free mouse gut microbiotas, but 
the anthelmintic albendazole did not 

  Cerebrospinal Fluid Biomarkers of Neuronal/Glial Damage or Immune Activation Are 
Unsuitable for Assessing Post-COVID Cognitive Impairment  

14 Mar 2024 

Josef Finsterer The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 2024, 
Pages 918–919, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad548 Extract View article 

  A Call to Action: Urgently Strengthening the Future Physician-Scientist Workforce in 
Infectious Diseases  

14 Mar 2024 

Talia H Swartz and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 625–629, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad610 There is a critical need 
to strengthen the infectious diseases physician-scientist workforce. This requires addressing 
challenges such as limited funding, mentors to provide training, and trainee retention 

  Durability of Cross-Neutralizing Antibodies 5.5 Months After Bivalent Coronavirus Disease 
2019 Vaccine Booster  

14 Mar 2024 

Annika Rössler and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 644–647, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad472 We analyzed durability 
of neutralizing antibody profiles in individuals after bivalent COVID-19 booster immunization 
(ancestral + BA.1 or ancestral + BA.4/5). Titers decreased around 5 

  NLRP12 Senses the SARS-CoV-2 Membrane Protein and Promotes an Inflammatory 
Response  

14 Mar 2024 

Xingyu Li and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 660–670, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad458 NLRP12 interacts with the 
SARS-CoV-2 M protein and promotes the ubiquitination and degradation of TRAF3 to 
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activate the NF-κB/MAPK signaling pathways and inflammatory cytokine production. 
Abstract View article Supplementary data 

  Effect of Neutralizing Monoclonal Antibody Treatment on Early Trajectories of Virologic and 
Immunologic Biomarkers in Patients Hospitalized With COVID-19  

14 Mar 2024 

Tomas O Jensen and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 671–679, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad446 Treatment with 
neutralizing monoclonal antibody lowered the trajectory of plasma nucleocapsid antigen 
over 5 days in patients hospitalized with COVID-19 

  Inhibition of the Lectin Pathway of Complement Activation Reduces Acute Respiratory 
Distress Syndrome Severity in a Mouse Model of SARS-CoV-2 Infection  

14 Mar 2024 

Youssif M Ali and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 680–690, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad462 The critical contribution of the 
lectin activation pathway of complement to life-threatening systemic inflammation is shown 
in a murine model of SARS-CoV-2 infection 

  High Risk of New HPV Infection Acquisition Among Unvaccinated Young Men  

14 Mar 2024 

Anna R Giuliano and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 707–718, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad485 This analysis of men 
from the placebo arm of a global 4-valent HPV vaccine trial indicates that young adult men 
in the age range targeted for catch-up vaccination (≤26 years) are at substantial risk of 
acquiring new HPV persistent anogenital 

  Clinical Phenotypes and Molecular Characteristics of Respiratory Syncytial Virus in Adults: 
A Monocentric Prospective Study Between 2019 and 2022  

14 Mar 2024 

Pierre Bay and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 March 
2024, Pages 728–732, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad479 A study investigating clinical 
phenotypes and the genetic diversity of respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) found no clustering 
by severity. RSV-B–infected patients at risk for severe pneumonia had higher fusion protein 
diversity 

  Potential for Person-to-Person Transmission of Henipaviruses: A Systematic Review of the 
Literature  

14 Mar 2024 

Sonia T Hegde and others The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 229, Issue 3, 15 
March 2024, Pages 733–742, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad467 Our systematic review of 
epidemiologic and animal laboratory studies highlights that, while the Bangladesh strain of 
Nipah virus is consistently transmitted between people, it is plausible that the Malaysian 
strain of Nipah virus and Hendra virus 

  The Effects of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Type 1 (HIV-1) Antigen-Expanded Specific 
T-Cell Therapy and Vorinostat on Persistent HIV-1 Infection in People With HIV on 
Antiretroviral Therapy  

14 Mar 2024 
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Journal of Virology, Ahead of Print. 
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Lancet  
 

  [Correspondence] Inflammation, infection, and cardiovascular risk  

15 Mar 2024 

We read with interest the excellent study by Paul M Ridker and colleagues.1 The study 
highlights the much greater value of residual inflammation compared with low-density 
lipoprotein cholesterol in defining risk of mortality in statin recipients 

  [Correspondence] Inflammation, infection, and cardiovascular risk – Authors' reply  

15 Mar 2024 

We wholeheartedly agree with Timo E Strandberg and colleagues that LDL cholesterol is 
the most important target for atherosclerosis prevention, and we fully endorse evolving 
guidelines worldwide that seek ever lower concentrations of on-treatment LDL targets. We 
respectfully disagree, however, that the addition of anti-inflammatory therapy to lipid-
lowering treatment is too little, too late 

  [Clinical Picture] Congenital toxoplasmosis of the brain caused by infection in late 
pregnancy  

15 Mar 2024 

A fetus, on routine growth ultrasound scan, at 36 weeks, was found to have severely 
enlarged lateral ventricles and a dilated third ventricle, and normal growth (figure). The 
findings were confirmed by MRI (figure), which also showed signal abnormalities in the 
caudothalamic grooves, and extensive signals in the periventricular white matter indicating 
possible oedema, macrocephaly, and 
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Microbiology and Molecular Biology Reviews: Current Issue  
 

  From isotopically labeled DNA to fluorescently labeled dynamic pili: building a mechanistic 
model of DNA transport to the cytoplasmic membrane  

11 Mar 2024 

Microbiology and Molecular Biology Reviews, Ahead of Print. 
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Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)  
 

  Notes from the Field: Surveillance for Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children - 
United States, 2023  

14 Mar 2024 

This report describes changes in multisystem inflammatory syndrome cases among children 
since early in the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  Erratum: Vol. 72, No. 36  

14 Mar 2024 

Erratum for MMWR Vo. 72, No. 36 

  Outbreak Linked to Morel Mushroom Exposure - Montana, 2023  

14 Mar 2024 

This report describes an outbreak linked to consumption of raw morel mushrooms. 

  Notes from the Field: Measles Outbreak - Cook County, Illinois, October-November 2023  

14 Mar 2024 

This report describes a measles outbreak occurring in unvaccinated, vaccine-eligible 
children at an apartment complex in Cook County, Illinois. 

  SURVEILLANCE SUMMARIES: Surveillance of Waterborne Disease Outbreaks Associated 
with Drinking Water - United States, 2015-2020  

12 Mar 2024 

This report describes CDC surveillance of waterborne disease outbreaks associated with 
drinking water during 2015-2020. 
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Nature Reviews Microbiology - Current Issue  
 

  The microbial carbon pump and climate change  

15 Mar 2024 

Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 15 March 2024; doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01018-0 In this Review, Jiao, Robinson and colleagues examine recent advances related to 
the microbial carbon pump, exploring its role in the carbon cycle and climate change, and 
proposing future research directions and approaches to ocean negative carbon emissions. 

  Effects of climate change and human activities on vector-borne diseases  

14 Mar 2024 

Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 14 March 2024; doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01026-0 In this Review, de Souza and Weaver discuss the potential effects on vector-borne 
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diseases of climate change, weather and other anthropogenic factors, including land use, 
human mobility and behaviour, as possible contributors to the redistribution of vectors and 
spread of vector-borne diseases worldwide. 

  Hyphae promote Candida albicans fitness and commensalism in the gut  

12 Mar 2024 

Nature Reviews Microbiology, Published online: 12 March 2024; doi:10.1038/s41579-024-
01040-2 This study shows that hyphae formation is critical for Candida albicans gut 
colonization in the presence of commensal bacteria owing to the production of a hyphal-
associated factor. 
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Scandinavian Journal of Infectious Diseases: Table of Contents  
 

  Severe skin and soft tissue infection in cohort patients admitted in a teaching hospital in 
Belgium: identification of risk factors for surgery  

13 Mar 2024 

. 

  Persistent fever in acute hepatitis: think beyond acute viral hepatitis  

11 Mar 2024 

. 
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Sexually Transmitted Infection Online First  
 

  Unusual presentation of disseminated gonococcal infection  

15 Mar 2024 

A 30-year-old homosexual man living with HIV and receiving virologically suppressive 
antiretroviral treatment presented to the emergency department with a 3-day history of pain 
in his left wrist accompanied by fever and chills. On examination, the left wrist showed 
redness, swelling, tenderness and decreased range of movement. The patient had no 
history of trauma, insect bites or scratches 
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NICE news  
 

  25,000 people to benefit after NICE recommends new ulcerative colitis treatment  

27 Feb 2024 

Thousands of people could be set to benefit after NICE today (Monday, 11 March) 
recommended a new one-a-day pill as an option for treating severe ulcerative colitis. NICE’s 
final guidance on etrasimod (also known as Velsipity and made by Pfizer) is being published 
on the same day that the treatment was granted a licence by the Medicines and Healthcare 
Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 

[back to top]  
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