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Title: A Digest commissioned by PHE COVID-19 Response Adult Social Care Team, and 

produced by KLS, informed DHSC policy and guidance on the prevention and control of 

COVID-19 in care homes 

 

User testimonial:  

“The Digest has proved invaluable as a means to provide timely evidence from emerging 

research to support the work of the PHE Covid-19 Response Adult Social Care Team in 

providing independent expert advice to senior DHSC civil servants in relevant policy and 

delivery areas, CMOs Office and MS(C)”. Martyn Regan, Deputy SRO   

Adult Social Care, PHE 

 

Challenge:  

Research outputs on the impact of COVID-19 on Adult Social Care have been increasing 

rapidly within challenging policy and epidemiological contexts. Emerging evidence has been 

consistently called for, including research prior to the usual processes of peer review and 

evaluation (pre-prints).  

 

Solution:  

An effective and comprehensive search process 

involving a weekly search and screen of evidence 

was designed by KLS in June 2020.  This was 

coupled with a rapid editorial process to highlight 

emerging evidence that may be of particular 

importance for national policy in response to the 

impact of COVID-19 on the Adult Social Care 

Sector and vulnerable population groups. 

 

Impact:  

The PHE KLS Weekly Care Homes Evidence Digest has proved highly effective in helping 

the PHE Adult Social Care Team inform national policy e.g. the DHSC Adult Care Winter 

Plan and the Report of the DHSC Adult Social Care Task Force. All editions of the Care 

Homes Digest are available on the KLS webpage here. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adult-social-care-coronavirus-covid-19-winter-plan-2020-to-2021/adult-social-care-our-covid-19-winter-plan-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adult-social-care-coronavirus-covid-19-winter-plan-2020-to-2021/adult-social-care-our-covid-19-winter-plan-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/social-care-sector-covid-19-support-taskforce-report-on-first-phase-of-covid-19-pandemic/social-care-sector-covid-19-support-taskforce-final-report-advice-and-recommendations?wp-linkindex=2&utm_campaign=COVID-19_Support_Taskforce_report_e-shot&utm_content=dhsc-mail.co.uk&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Department_of_Health_and_Social_Care&wp-linkindex=1&utm_campaign=COVID-19_Support_Taskforce_report_e-shot&utm_content=dhsc-mail.co.uk&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Department_of_Health_and_Social_Care
https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/coronavirusinformation/#WeeklyCareHomes
https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/coronavirusinformation/#WeeklyCareHomes
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Success factors:  

It has proved helpful to have consistent input from an expert KLS review team in producing 

the Digest and a consistent approach from a small editorial team to regularly publish the 

Digest each week on time. 

 

Lessons:  

Reflect upon the success factors to maintain and build upon the highly positive impacts of 

the Digest. 

 

Contact: 

Professor Martyn Regan 

Deputy Responsible Officer PHE Covid-19 Response Adult Social Care Team  

ASC@phe.gov.uk  
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